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ABSTRACT

Sawannakhet, Salawan, Sekong, Champasak and Attapue are five khwaeng
(provinces) in the south of the Lao People’ s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR.)
Khwaeng Khammuang is in the north, the Kingdom of Kampuchea in the south,
the Republic of Socialist Vietnam in the east, and the Kingdom of Thailand in
the west of those khwaeng. The area of this region is totally 65,865 square
kilometers. And it has a total population of about 1,759,000 or at 34.55 percent
of the whole population of the country.

The physiographic region of southern Laos is divided into these three
zone. Highland zone has most of its area from the central part of southern Laos
to Laos — Vietham border, and highland is the zone of the Lao Thoeng tribe.
Tableland zone lies among khwaeng Salawan, khwaeng Sekong and khwaeng
Champasak. This zone has an area of approximately 10,000 square kilometers.
Tableland zone is the richest zone in southern Laos. At the present, several
kinds of cash crops are raised here. Particularly it is the largest zone in the
LPDR where people raise coffee crop. And lowland zone has most of its area
from the middle of the central part of southern Laos to Laos-Thailand border.
Lowland zone is in the Mekhong basin and the Mekhong branch basins. Lowland
zone is the zone of Lao Lum ftribe. Lao Lum People have indifferent
characteristics from Thai-Isan people in various aspects of ethnic group, the way
of i k e and the w ay o f culture.

In southern Laos there are two groups of original people, i.e. Lao Lum
and Lao Thoeng. Lao Lum people live in lowland zone; earn their livings by
growing lowland rice, fishing, doing basketery and cloth-wearing; live in houses
with house columns; play “khaen” (a kind of woodwind musical instrument made
of reeds); have “molam” (singers and singing) as recreation; eat glutinous rice;

believe in Buddhism; use the language of Thai-Lao family; live densely in



khwaeng sawannakhet and khwaeng Champasak; and live in chief urban areas
of all khwaeng in order to trade and serve as government officials. Lao Thoeng
people live in highland and hilly areas and earn their livings by raising upland
rice by rotating the areas of the area of planting. In the Lao Thoeng tribe there
are several sub-tribes. However, all sub-tribes have cognate culture. Their
cognate cultural characteristics include : believing in spirits, smoking big cigars,
sucking alcohol form the jar, holding a basket on the back while going out for
work, weaving cloths by using the hand-loom which is tied to the weaver's body,
and using the language of Mon-khmer family. Nevertheless, some people of the
Lao Thoeng tribe have roles in the state official system by serving as chao
khwaeng (khwaeng governors) and department heads in many khwaeng. At the
present, the state sector takes better care of the Lao Thoeng tribe in education
by establishing schools for this particular tribe and promoting sustainable eareers
in the local area in the same way as taking care of Lao Lum people.

In the area of southern Laos there are many kinds of natural resources
which are important to the economic system of the LPDR. These resources
include : trees, gypsum, gold, lead and iron. Specifically water current resources
which scatter in different places in this area can be taken up to use benefically
for the system of rice cultivation in two seasons of the year and for construction.
of dams for electric current production. Nowadays Thailand buys electricity from
Zesed Dam and Huai Ho Dam which are located in southern Laos. Moreover,
several kinds of natural resources can be very well transformed into tourism, for
example : in the area of Maha Nathi Si Phan Don (the ocean of 4,000 islands)
which is an area of a large number of islands and rapids amind the Mekhong
River, this area can support the way of lift and the way of culture of ist own
people; and at the back of the Si phan Don area there are two large and
wonderful waterfalls, i.e. Khon kha Pheng Waterfalls and Li Phi waterfalls which
attrack a large number of tourists.

Southern Laos, therefore, has significanthy outstanding characteristics in
the way of lift and the way of culture of Lao Lum and Lao Thoeng tribes, in

arts and culture, and in traditions and rituals. These things blend with



topographies which have local identities. In addition, there are long and short
dimensions in the aspects of archaeological sites and historical sites which have
high academic and educational values, for example : Pha Taem Cliffs, Wat Phu
Stone Castle, Steamboat Harbor, French Railways, and others.

Southern Laos and Thailand have had relations since ancient times.
However, during the period when Laos changed its government system in 1975
the relationships between southern Laos and Thailand went on disconnectedly
and suspicously. This was cause by ideals in the government systems : one
country had a political liberty system while the other had a socialist government
system. But now southern Laos and Thailand have tight relationships from the
civil level up to the state sector and policies of both countries. This is due to
the concept of operating the relations which must emphasize joint economic
benefits of the two countries instead of differences in their government systems.
Such a concept can bring about positive outcomes of trading, tourism, education,
dependence on each orther, and particularly an important result of action, i.e
both countries have cooperatively invested in constructing the second Thailand-
Laos Friendship Bridge to link Khwaeng Sawannakhet and Mukdahan province,
now under construction. This new bridge acrass the Mekhong River not only will
tighten elations and bring great benefits between the kingdom of Thailand and
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic but also will link the south China Sea
coast of Vietham to Thailand and the Andaman Sea coast of Myanmar in the
future according to the EAST-WEST CORRIDOR Project cooperatively planned by

the four countries in Mekhong River sub-region.





