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Abstract
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Political conflicts between the ethnic minority groups and the central government of Myanmar have existed for more than
5 decades (1948-2003) due to unbalanced factors such as history, politics, society and economics. These conflicts have developed
into a civil-war that exists in the heart-land of ethnic minorities and has its effect on social development in these areas. Thus, the
economic conditions and living standards of these ethnic minorities are very poor. Apart from this underdevelopment, war also
brings militarization into areas and those who are against the government are severely abused, in other words human rights abuses

have become the norm of these areas.

The effect from these conflicts and human rights abuses is the flow of people from their homeland. This is the result of
political instability. This political instability causes displaced persons within the areas of ethnic minorities. These include
internally displaced persons who have fled their homes for the jungle as well as those who seek asylum in Thailand, who shares an
approximate 2,000 kilometer border with Myanmar. Thailand allows these asylum seekers onto Thai soil for the sake of
humanitarian assistance and provides “temporary shelters” for these people as well as giving them the status of “displaced persons
from fighting”. They are covered under the policy of temporary assistance and will be repatriated to Myanmar when fighting is

over.

Apart from internal political instability as a factor that contributes to the flow of ethnic minorities from Myanmar into
Thailand, it was also found that the economic relationship between Thailand and Myanmar since 1988 has also caused the flow of
people into Thailand. Due to the economic investment from Thailand that has mostly occurred in the areas of ethnic minorities,
the number of “displaced persons from fighting” has increased from 8,000 in 1984 to 114,123 in 2003 according statistics from
the Ministry of Interior. Thai policy toward these people is to repatriate them when the fighting is over, but according to the
present situation of Myanmar’s internal politics, which is far from stable, there is no guarantee for durable peace nor better
conditions to eradicate human rights abuses. Consequently Thailand will have to assist these “displaced persons from fighting”

until there is genuine political change in Myanmar.



Meanwhile, because of the Thai policy of temporary assistance, there are many problems occurring in the management of these
temporary shelters. One such problem is the high number of new born babies which has a great impact on the environment and
society at large. The problems become bigger and more severe in relation to the number of temporary shelters’ provided for this

expanding population. In these circumstances the Thai government is forced to find solutions to these problems.





