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Abstract

This is a study of the Overseas Chinese in Modern Southeast Asia in
various contexts, including the background of Chinese communities in a particular
country, the structure of ethnic relations, the influence of economic nationalism, the

encroachment of Japanese imperialism and the repercussion of World War 1I.

It also examines other developments in the region during the post
war period and makes analysis on different problems dealing with the Chinese in
each country. Politics, of course, contributed to the spectacular rise of Overseas
Chinese capitalism, An integral part of this study, therefore, is a close examination of
capital development among leading Chinese entrepreneurs as well as the delicate
and interlocking relationships with other functions of regional polity. Moreover, it
attempts to demonstrate several turning points affecting politico-economic activities
both in Southeast Asia and mainland China, following the mid of 1990s. Finally, it
will point to different roles of the descendants of Overseas Chinese toward the
undertaken process of political and economic reform in the region during the present

time.





