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ABSTRACT
Objective: To clissity words in Thar by syntactic eriteria: distribution and co-occurrence

Methods: 1) creating a corpus of approximately two million words in Thin based on texts of
various genres: 2) sorting out certain words with contexts by using Word Concordance and
Microsoft Excel Programs: 3) Analvzing the distmbution of words: 4) Determiming and
defiming mam parts of speech ain That.

Results: Words in Thar are classified into 8 categories: 1) Nown (e.g. /Khon/ “person’. /baan/
‘house'. /than/ ‘vou')r . 2) Vierb (e.g. /kin/ ‘eat’, /di/ "good'): 3) Determiner (e.g. /nii/ ‘this,
/man/ ‘that')y: ) Nwoneral (e.g. /min/ ‘'one’, /s3an/'two' ). 5) Preposition (e.g. /pht/ “for', /nay/

L /daay/ wath' o Jdoos/ by 6) Adverb ce.g e/ wall's /may/ ‘not): 7) Conjunction (e .g..

Al /and’. Zlgew/ then') @ N) Particle (e.g. /KR “female polite particle’, /Khrap/ ‘'male polite
particle’. /mav/ ‘question particle’).

Conclusion: Word classification in this study differs from that in previous studies 1in several
aspects: the class of nouns includes pronouns: there 1s no adjecuive class; prepositions are
normally constituents of nouns but can also be tollowed by a verb and a clause: particles are
words that play an umportant role in discourse. A universal process s also found in this
study: namely. eranmmaricalization--content words are changing into tunction words.
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