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Phongmethakul, Horayangkura and Prasertsuk

ABSTRACT

Architectural Features and Refinement

Thai architecture serves as an artistic documentation of the cultural heritage in each respective era. Thai
architectural style comes in multiple representations through its features and refinement. Present conditions look
rather different from what they once were; some of what has been in the past has since been transformed,
including the teachings of Thai architectural style. In the midst of this transitional phenomenon in Thai architectural
identity, it can be said that western influence has exerted a great impact resulting in the demise of such identity.
As such, this impact can be felt as a manipulated perspective on architectural design — the creation of a modern
Thai architectural identity. Yet, this may also be the result of the negligence of Thai architects in carrying on and
developing the cultural heritage of Thai architecture. However, the desire to relive such cultural roots is not enough
to create an identity for modern Thai architecture, especially when it comes to conscious acceptance. This study
on architectural features and refinement is divided mainly into component / elements and ornament / refinement in
search of a design guideline to create a modern Thai architectural identity.

The objectives of this research are as follows: 1) Reviewing the principles and concepts of modern Thai
architectural identity, and developing conceptual frameworks for research comprising key concepts and related
concepts and factors; 2) Architectural field surveys, on various regions of Thailand, of the samples and distinctive
works based on key concepts and related factors; 3) Study of the design concepts of architects and academics
through interviews, portraying the inspiration and direction of their creativity in architecture; 4) Investigating the
opinions of general architects and the general public regarding the design of modermn Thai architecture; 5)
Presenting conclusions based on analysis and discussion, including suggestions about how to implement the
findings in order to create elements and refinement of modern Thai architecture.

The result of this integrated research shows that through their architectural work the architects have
brought architectural features and refinement into their designs. It can be analyzed using different sources of
information such as by reviewing articles, examining the opinions of various architects, and the general public,
including the use of factor analysis in analyzing significant perceptual dimensions. The results of the integrated
analysis of Thai architecture on its features and refinement show that the dimension on change in terms of
transformation is mostly high, the dimension of inheritance is mostly medium, and at the same time, the dimension

on reinvention is mostly low.
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Analysis and discussion concerning the features and refinement of architecture reach the conclusion that
the design of the building can be categorized mostly as ‘transformation’ and least as ‘reinvention’. The findings
can be summarized according to the following key concepts:

1) The overall perspective: the features, component, layout, and materials are considered as mostly being
transformed and least of all reinvented; structure / construction represents a similar dimension of change.

2) Components / elements: gateways, openings for lighting, doors and windows are considered as mostly
inherited and least of all reinvented; courts / verandas / terraces are considered mostly as being transformed and
least of all reinvented, while raised floors and building structures and the base of buildings are also considered in
a similar dimension of change; column and capital are considered mostly as being inherited and least of all
reinvented; porches, shading devices and skids are transformed and least of all reinvented.

3) Omament and refinement: the overall perspective indicates that decoration, related layout and material
selection are considered in more cases as being transformed and less as reinvented, while the creative works of
painting and sculpture are mostly inherited and least of all transformed.

The overall research findings show that the architecture expressing Thai identity through architectural
features and refinement has a high dimension of transformation, medium dimension of inheritance and low
dimension of reinvention. These findings can be applied to the creation of features and refinement of modern Thai
architecture as follows:

1) The factors of transformation are related to design, composition, layout, material selection as well as
structure / construction. Transformation covers such components / elements as raised structure, building base and
its design, porch, veranda and skid.

2) The factors of inheritance are related to decoration, layout and material selection. Inheritance covers
such elements as gateways, lighting openings, doors, windows, columns and capitals as well as the creative
design of painting and sculpture.

The result of this research reflects the challenge of future research which is to find the factors that can
make modern Thai architectural identity more widely accepted. The modern Thai architecture of today, according
to the research findings, signifies the processes of transformation and inheritance. The challenge is to create a
real value in modern Thai architecture that is responsive to the needs and delight of Thai people, and not simply

just an architecture that resembles what has already been created.

Keywords: Architectural features and refinement/ Components / elements / Ornament / refinement
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