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Abstract

The research project “Chetana Nagavajara: Portrait of a Thai Scholar” is intended to study,
analyse and synthesize the entire corpus of Professor Dr.Chetana Nagairajara’s works,
including his scholarly direction and his role in the academic community. The recognition he
has received both at home and abroad should serve as a case study for the benefit of
researchers, scholars, students, artists and the general public.

The research methodology employed includes documentary analysis, descriptive
questionnaires, personal interviews, overall appraisals by invited senior scholars as well as
interviews with Professor Chetana Nagavajara himself and a conference to assess the draft
preliminary report.

The research demonstrates that biographical data has a special significance for
Professor Chetana’s later scholarly development, since his family and Sci'lﬂﬁl background his
commitment to Thai life, especially to folk art and has provided him with a solid base for his
subsequent scholarly work which has embraced various art forms including literature, visual
arts, theatre and music. This culminates in his preoccupation with the principle of “mutual
illumination of the arts”. His Western education did not prove to be hostile to his early
background, but paved the way for a marriage between Western and Thai knowledge and
wisdom, although he himself is in no position to pin down where the dividing line is.

Consequently, the scholarly directions he has taken have always been a search for
common values between the two cultures, and in tﬁis respect his training and research in the
discipline of comparative literature has enabled him to probe deeper and more extensively
into various fields of knowledge. At the same time, the experience acquired through research
and study has made him even more conscious of his commitment to the humanities, which
sometimes takes the form of an emphasis on human values and academic endeavours which
may go against the mainstream materialistic pursuits governed by technology and business
concerns.

As a teacher, his ideal is not only to transmit knowledge and wisdom as such but to
devote himself to the kind of study that extends the frontier of knowledge towards a search for
universal values. It is only logical that Professor Chetana Nagavajara should also address the
roles and responsibilities of education towards society. In spite of the variety of his works that
cover many disciplines, certain central ideas can be i1dentified, namely his faith in the culture
of criticism and the kind of scholarly seriousness that aspires towards moral rectitude.

From the point of view of recipients, Professor Chetana Nagavajara’s works may

present difficulty to those who are not prepared to devote time to their study, but for those



