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This research report has two objectives. First, it compares languages and cultures of Tai
Dam (Black Tai) and Tai Yuan in Southeast Asia. Second, it studies a regional variation of Tai
Dam and Tai Yuan languages and cultures in Southeast Asia. The study of languages consists
of the Tai Dam phonology, basic kinship terms of Tai Dam, and Tai Yuan tonal geography. As for
culture, Tai Dam music was selected as a case study. The research sites were in four countries,

namely, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, and Myanmar.

The research result of Tai Dam phonology and basic kinship terms in comparison with
other Tai languages in Thailand, Laos, and Vietham revealed that the Tai Dam phonology is more
regionally varied than Tai Dam basic kinship terms due to language contact. The Tai Dam
phonology in the original homeland of Tai Dam people, Vietham, has changed the least followed
by the Tai Dam phonology spoken by Tai Dam migrants in Laos PDR and Thailand respectively.
The most evident change is tone. The changes which have occurred are mostly caused by
language contact with the languages of the majority people. The results of Tai Dam basic kinship
terms found that the Tai Dam language could retain original basic kinship terms. The regional
variation of Tai Dam basic kinship terms has occurred only in Laos and Loei province where some
basic Lao kinship terms were borrowed. The result of this Tai Yuan tone study revealed that the
tones of Tai Yuan dialects spoken in Thailand, Laos and Myanmar had five patterns according to
the tonal split and merger. The most pervasive tonal system pattern was A12-34 and BCD123-4.
The tonal features were regionally varied. These results will go towards the creation of a tonal
geographical map of Tai Yuan in Southeast Asia. As for the Tai Dam music study, the results
revealed a variety of structures and patterns of ethnic musical components, which have developed
simultaneously with the musical cultures of other ethnic groups in the Southeast Asian region over
a long period of time. This includes both folk songs and musical instruments, such as flute and
Khaen. Currently, the transmission of this cultural aspect is ongoing in the three countries with

regional variation according to the unique cultural characteristics of each.

Keywords: Phonological Variation and Change, Regional Variation, Language and Cultural Contact,

Tonal Geography, Basic Kinship Terms, Ethnic Music, Tai Dam, Tai Yuan Tai
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