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Abstract

The objectives of this study are three folds. Firstly, to study the nature of the creation and
reproduction of social capital in rural villages. Secondly, to study the utilization of social capital in
different unit of actions, including households, community and inter communities. Thudly, to evaluate
developmenl strategies or policies that support the expansion or the utilization of social capital. Three
rural villages were selected for empirical study. Community study techniques and household survey
were employed for collecting data. In an analytical review of related literature revealed that concepts
and theones of social capital generated from western scholars tend to associate with the promotion of
growth etfficiency. Instead, the Thai notion of social capital tends to concern with moral problems of the
economic; orowth.

Findings of the empirical study of three villages are summarized below;,

The expansion of the state and the market into the village after the Second World War
generated vertical types of networks. Albeit an extensive incorporation into the state and the market,
villagers continued to maintain their communities, physically socially and spiritually. The incorporation
into the wider contexts of rural household has form what can be regarded as the structural constraints.
However, rural households are actively managing their resources in response to the structural
constraints. They diversify their livelihoods by employed different types of resources they possess,
including, material, human, social and cultural resources. At the community level, there were numbers
of groups established under the courses of rural development in the past two decades. A number of
these groups were dissolved or becoming inactive. The main types of group that are found to be active
in rural villages at present are groups related with financial management. There have been also
attempts to create horizontal types of link among the village communities, albeit major aims of these
links were to trap resources from outside rather than to generate exchange among the village

communities.



In respect with cultural institutions, three major cultural institutions, i.e. the tradition practices of
heet sip song and kong sip si, beliefs in spirits and popular Budhism were found to be continually
reproduced. These institutions remained sources of moral support for migrants, refining networks or
linkages arnong rural dwellers, integrating of the growing disperse due to the transformation.
Households in rural villages adopted divers strategies of earning living in order to sustain in the
villages.

In an attempt to seek for theoretical explanation, this study argues that social capital is the
phenomena of transcendental between the state of mind and the state of material. Three
recommendations regarding policy and development strategy to enhance social capital were
proposed. These are the creation of horizontal network, the production and consumption of cultural

goods and the creation of human capital.



