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Abstract

Immigrant—Workers from Neighbouring Countries

Institute for Population and Social Research,
Mahidol University

by Kusol Soonthorndhada

and Umaporn Pataravanich

The purpose of this research rvaner is to study the proccss of
immigration and employment, including the consequences of immigrant
workers entering to Thailand on Thai workers, people and society. The survey
was conducted in scheduled interviews over the last four month in 1996. Data
was obtained by interviewing from a total of 337 immigrant workers and 330
Thai workers working in six economic sectors, including 410 Thai people living
in many provinces along the border and inner provinces with high concentration
of immigrant workers. Indept interview of government officers, private
interprenuers and the Chamber of Commerce in both local and national level
were also done (in order) to study the attitude and practice of these
stakeholders on the policies and measures issued by the former and recent
government for managing of illegal immigrant workers.

The study revealed that economic reasons for immigration to Thailand
predominated about three-fourth more than other reasons. Only two ethnic
minority groups in Myanmar, Karen and Thai-Yai, also migrated by political
reasons and intended not to go back to their home country. More than three-
fourth of these immigrants received assistance from family members and friends
for entering to Thailand and looking for a job. More than two-third was
working as unskilled labour in agriculture, fishery, construction and industrial
sector. Proportion of immigrants who worked as daily or monthly wage
workers were equal (40%). In contrast to Thai workers, immigrant workers
get only half of that Thai workers given a similar work place. Many of them
were illegal immigrant workers so they were easily exploited by the employers
and government officers. On the other hand, these illegal migrant workers
were negatively affected on general unskilled Thai workers in terms of
competing to get job and stressing the wage rate. Moreover, the increasing of
budget for eradication some communication diseases which came with these
alien workers, and assistant of alien patients were the big burden of Thai government.

Data from indept interview gave more information that the influx of
immigrant workers from neighbouring countries were due to the shortage of
unskilled labour in fishery industry, rubber plantation and mining industries as
well as shortage of house workers, including the increasing of cheap labour
demand in more economic sectors. Another possible explanation for the
anticipated rise in alien workers was the many exemption orders from the
resolution of the Council of Ministers that allowed illegal workers from
neigbouring countries to get work permits for a period of two years when their
employee brought them to register. These made many confusions with the
government officers who practiced along the policies and measures. While the
protection measured to interring Thailand were not effective. Many

suggestions drowned from this study were done improving government policies
and measures on managing the immigrant workers.



