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ABSTRACT

F'he study presents a profile of legal immigrant labour in Thailand and legal skilled
labour force participation of 19,672 legal immigrant workers who were granted work
permils in 67 of Thalland’s 76 provinces in 1995. Questionnaires were constructed to
copy some information from work permit forms between February and September 1996.
lhe data were analyzed by descriptive statistics and were presented in tables. Individual

data were synthesized 1o support the interpretation of each table.

The top ranks of the labour force were Japanese, Chinese (including Hong Kong),
Amcencan. Fnglish, Indian, Taiwanese, Filipino, Korean, Australian and German. Most
immigrants were male, aged between 25— 39 years. They were skilled labour who were
mainly occupicd managenial positions and were distributed across business types and
working positions although the largest number was in construction. The average income
was about US$ 2,000 per month. Most Japanese worked 1n electnical equipment,
clectronic. and computer compantes. By contrast most Americans occupicd senior positions
in construction, and academic institutes. Indians were hired in the clothes and jewellery
sector. Many foreign companies also hired their nation’s staff to control their production.
Although the 1978 Thailland Alien Work Act obligates foreign staff to transfer their

knowledge to T'hai statt, very few immigrants have done this.
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