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ABSTRACT

An evaluation of cumrent statistics drawn from the whole of Nakonrajasima
province has been made to further develop and enhance the bank of information available.
To be used in the work of further development within the province, and in order to solve
various problems that have arisen. This study has been conducted by access to
documents and statistics available and interviewing relevant people.

The data  has been supplied to a commiftee consisting of scholars from
government and private organizations to be analyzed to formulated a vision for a direction
of research in the future. The result of this work throughout the province is as follows.

Nakhonrajasima originates from an ancient community dated between 1000BC
and 500 BC. The culture being “Sumrid Field” emanating from wvarious communities
scattered throughout the “Moon™ river basin.

The 16 and 17 Buddist centuries saw the kingdom as a relatively prosperous area.
King Narai the Great during his reign ordered the construction of a new city, the present
day Nakhonrajasima. it's importance and intluence increased.

During the reign of King Rama Sm it became the principal city between the political
centre of Bangkok and other major cities in the North East of Thailand. Nakhonrajasima
city is tocated approximately 266 kilometres from Bangkok and is connected by road, rail,
and air.

Nakhonrajasima overseas and administrates 26 districts and 6 sub districts with a
total population of 2,500,958 people which makes it the mast populous province after
Bangkok.

The population originates from the fallowing groups of people. The “Bhon™
people, Thai Korat people. Later to be joined by various others. Thai “lsaan” people,
Viethamese people, and “Mon™ tribes people, Khemer people and other Indo-Chinese
people.

Nakheonrajasima province has six institutes of tertiary education.
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It's economy consists of agriculture with com and tapioca first in importance
followed by rice and then livestock and cattle.

it's economy is also targeted for industrial promotion such as food production and
producing more value added goods from agricultural products. Also industry supporting
the growth of a high tech industry,

Nakhonrajasima province convers a large area and a large number of people giving
it an advantage over other provinces. !t also has a diversity of labour and natural
resources. (t’s location makes it the gateway between the North East, the central plains
and the capital city. It is also the gateway from the North East to the Eastern seaboard.

The province is disadvantaged by a lack of rain and the problems involved in
administrating such a large area and areas thet are quite rerﬁote.

A vision of Nakhonrajasima in the next decade sees a need to adjust the
provincial planning system. To re-locate civil servants up country to alleviate congestion.
To construct bipass roads. To look for further water and electricity resources to meet the
fast increasing needs of the population and the expansion of industrial facilities. Emphasis
must be placed on the mass transportation system. In particular express rail transport
from Bangkok to Nakhonrajasima to meet this expansion of industry and business
communication,

Solving the problem of the deterioration of natural resources must be accelerated.
Emphasis must be placed on changing the attitude of the population which is important
for national resources conservation and maintaining the quality of the environment.

The suggested topics of research on Nakhonrajasima are studying the potentiai of
the community or various organizations in the community, study the potential of each
individual district in order to set up the economic development pian., study the impact of
the expansion of the industrial zones., study the mass transportation system especially

communication to Bangkok by express train.



