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ABSTRACT
This study is a survey research with two objectives : 1. To study and compare the
values of life in Thai society between different social groups, 2. To study the similarities between
Thai values of life and Thai standards of morality. The ficld survey was conducted from April 1-
30, 2002. The questionnaires were distributed to 400 people in Bangkok who were divided into
two groups: the privileged and the under-privileged. The statistical results were analyzed to show

the frequency and percentage, and then presented by means of tables and description.

The research findings revealed that what both groups desired most were a happy
family life, good health, and wealth, What both groups considered as valuable to life were
showing gratitude to parents, making their families happy and being wealthy. There were some
differences in their choices of profession. The privileged preferred doing business to working for
state enterprises and to working as civil servants. The underprivileged preferred doing business to

working in health services and to being in government service.

As regards important values in life, they placed emphascs on loyalty to the royal

family, merit making, kindness to others, and respecting elders.

As regards the standard of morality, both groups considered the following as most
important: patience, discipline, responsibility, compassion, honesty, donations, and justice. Both
groups condemned actions such as corruption, narcotic addiction, narcotic trafficking, theft,
killing, prostitution and adultery. In conclusion, the values and aspirations of both groups

conformed to the ethical norms in Thai society.

The author of this study suggests that the government encourage people’s participation
in ethical activities so as to persuade them to relate their behavior to the value of life. There should

be, for example, a campaign for honesty which would replace the respect for the rich.
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