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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this study is to explore the state of the arts about the
border issues between Thailand and the four neighboring countries. The time period is
1993-present. This study employs documentary research by collecting several kinds of
available documents in Thailand. Foreign experience about border management is also
reviewed. It finds that there is a lot of development among the knowledge of border
issues. However, the source of information is scattered around which is difficult for
future uses. According to the context of many studies, it reveals that there are lots of
disciplines and a variety of each concept still existed. The important point is that most
of the proposed studies focus on the problems in each area. Each of the four areas has
different problems.

In addition, a preliminary study about borderlands worldwide is made, mainly in
the case of Europe and North America. Having found that borders and borderlands
across the world are experiencing a great change. In the part of states and interstate
relations, the issues about border management and cross-border development
cooperation are, among any others, a prime concern. And for those in the academic
realm, studies relating to border change, border management, and cross-border
cooperation have become a new and challenging area of their interest since the
beginning of 1990s up until now. It is widely accepted that trans-disciplinary approach
should be applied in research so that the knowledge acquired becomes meaningful and
useful.

The study recommended that there should be more studies focusing on the
management of borderland which will be finally useful for policy makers and for the

integration of many disciplines.





