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Project Title: Humanities Research Forum in Thailand
Project Code: PDGA7HOO06
Project Director: Associate Prof. Suwanna Satha-Anand, Ph.D.

Project Period: 1 April 2004 — 31 March 2005

Summary of Work Process

This project provides opportunities for independent researchers, lecturers, and
graduate students from 10 universities throughout the country to present their research
papers at a national forum. During the two-day forum on 26-27 August 2004, a total of 25
papers were presented. The discussion panels on Truth and Imagination in the
Humanities help create a “common reference point” for various academic endeavors in
the Thai Humanities. At the final phase, a collection of 10 research articles together with
the points of discussion from the two panels, are edited into a volume for future

publication.

Summary of Contents and Relevance of the Papers

The 10 selected articles, together with points of discussion from the panels on
Truth and Imagination offer "new" vistas for Thai Humanities in the followings:

1) All 10 selected articles offer thought-provoking perspectives and pose
challenging questions for Thai Humanities. The methodologies and analysis are inter-
disciplinary, reflecting current trends in doing Humanities in Thailand.

2) All 10 selected articles indicate creative contributions of the Humanities in the
studies of historical, social, cultural, political and therapeutic phenomena. They reflect
an uneasy complexity of “truths" which are dynamic, inclusive and open-ended.

3) The panels on Truth and Imagination offer a “common frame of reference” for
doing Humanities, This common framework is crucial in pointing to an overall picture of

the Humanities whose diverse methodologies are always poignant.





