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Research Project : The Survey on the Status of ASEAN Research and ASEAN
Studies Center in Thailand
Researcher : Panta Kokong, Umpika Sawatwong and Sakrit Isariyanon

Abstract

The research on the survey of the status of ASEAN research and ASEAN
studies centers in Thailand aimed to survey and analyze the status and condition of
ASEAN research in Thailand in the past 20 years (1993-2013), and survey roles,
responsibilities, and activities of ASEAN studies centers in Thailand.

Data was collected from research reports, thesis, academic articles, and
books. The collection of data was conducted through 2 main keyword groups. The
first was regional keyword search which consisted of ASEAN, Southeast Asia, AEC,
AFTA, APEC, and Mekong Sub-regional. The second was country keyword search
which included Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore, Vietnam, Myanmar,
Cambodia, Laos, Brunei, the Philippines. The content analysis utilized in this research
was classified into 3 aspects which were contents, areas, and timing. After the
analysis, the summary was made to display the status of ASEAN research in the past
20 years.

The survey found that there were 5,757 pieces of research, theses, articles,
books, and other works in different aspects of ASEAN. The articles related to ASEAN,
was considered the largest number. The second largest number was thesis. While
there were only few pieces of research and books related to ASEAN. The study
revealed that the largest number of ASEAN Studies was on socio-cultural, while
economics and political and security were the second and third respectively.

On socio-cultural dimension which held the largest number of studies
compared with the other 2 aspects, it displayed that studies on the creation of
ASEAN Identity revealed the highest numbers of studies, while human development,
sustainable environment, social welfares, faimess and rights, developmental gaps,
showed fewer studies respectively.

Regarding economic dimension, the largest number of studies was marketing
and single market and production base, while the promotion of competitiveness,
integration to world economy, and equal economic development revealed fewer
numbers of studies respectively.

On political and security aspects of ASEAN, there were highest number of the
studies about a community with the same rules and norms, while the studies on the

region of unity, peace, strength, and shared responsibilities to resolve security



problems, dynamic region, assembling as a group, and depending on each other
revealed fewer studies respectively.

Area scopes of studies related to ASEAN were in ASEAN region the most,
while the studies in multi-lateral level of 3 countries or more, CLMV, Mekong Sub-
Regional were the second, third, and forth respectively. The studies in bilateral level
displayed the studies within Thailand and other ASEAN countries. It revealed the
pictures of the whole country, and regional level which scattering in the northeastern
and upper northern parts. The studies among ASEAN countries and others found that
there were studies among ASEAN- China the most in the fields of free trade zones

The period that found largest numbers of studies on ASEAN was between
2002-2013, which was the awakened point of ASEAN community. The second and
third largest numbers of the studies were found in the period of 1998-2007, and
1993-1997 respectively.

The study on ASEAN Studies Centers revealed that there were 58 ASEAN
Studies Centers. Most of them belonged to educational institutes. The second largest
number of the centers belonged to ministries, while the third largest number of the
centers belonged to independent organizations, public organizations. Most of the
centers were located in Bangkok and surrounding provinces followed by northeastern,
northern, southern, and eastern provinces.

Most ASEAN Studies Centers’ roles and responsibilities were exhibited in the
whole picture of ASEAN. The centers under educational institutes conducted
activities in national level. These centers were among the ones in Mekong, and Indo-
China regions.

ASEAN Studies Centers’ tasks and responsibilities were producing and
publicizing of academic works related to ASEAN, publicizing knowledge and
understanding of ASEAN, creating networks, and other general duties for example
counseling, and servicing people who had any errands related to ASEAN for example
the promotion of international trades.

The study on the contents of the roles and responsibilities of ASEAN Studies
Centers found that most ASEAN Studies Centers’ roles and responsibilities were
related on Socio-cultural, economic, and political and security dimensions
respectively.

From this study, any relevant institution should support substantial research
focusing on all dimensions with a view to create comprehensive and in-depth studies.



