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Abstract

This is an abstract of a synthesis entitled * The economy of village communities along Scngkla

Lake Basin in historical perspectives’ which is drawn from b theses (in the Master Program research

series on Thal studies, Thailand Research Fund, 2003).

In this synthesis, there are many points of the economy of village communities in historical

perspectives which deserve specific attentions and refllections as follows:

1.

The apparently sufficient production mode and conservative consciousness were not the
ideclogies of village communities as understood. On the contrary, they came primarily from
the limitation of the production mode and the production technology. So did * the
exchanges and sharings’ which were conditioned by the underlining complexity of the
‘context’. Therefore, * kan mee namjal ' was more a discourse than a true consciousness.
Village communities were constantly activated to accommodate their production to the
market which was not in conflict with the desires of the villagers who wanted to have
better material lives. Thus they were responsive to the economic policy of the state since
the govemmant reform. Nonetheless, the development was a slow process with a confused
* transition’ for no less than 4 decades before real * changes' came arcund the 1960's
(BE.2500's).

The State had influenced and dominated village communities for a long time prio to the
reign of Xing Rama V, and had increased its stronghold continuously. Village communities
along Songkia Lake Basin therefore have never been indepsndent from the State, and no
evidences of villagers' relevant ideclogies are sufficient. On the other hand, the protests
and avoidance against State’s power reflected the fact that they could no longer tolerate
the exploitation of the State rather than there existed a consciousness of anarchism.

The economy of the village communities along Songkla Lake Basin had its own direction
which could be examined in totality along with other contexts. It is suggested that an
intensive review and revision is needed before a reliable and accurate study can be
reached without presumptions. Besides, further development policies concerning village
economy should be planned on the basis of the histerical background with its above
specificity, not determined nor set for the communities to follow thecries that are not
compatible with the cultural capital of each locality. Ctherwise, that would lead to its

weakness rather than its strength.



