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This research was a study of the production of the communities at the foot of the Banthat
Range in Phattalung Province from the settlement of Nakhon Si Thammarat County to the
proclamation of the National Economic and Social Development Plan (1896 ~1960). Data were
collected from documents and interviews. The study result was presented by using descriptive
analysis method, which could be summarized as follows.

During 1896 — 1960, the production of villagers living at the foot of the Banthat Range
was for their daily life basis. There were sufficient production resources; these were appropriate
to the number of population. Those resources consisted of land, Jabor, capital, water and
producers. If there were any problems or obstacles concerned with production resources, the
villagers could adapt the methods of production so that these resources could last for a long time.
As there were sufficient production resources, producers could. therefore, independently used
appropriate methods and processes of production to the natural conditions. If there were times
when they could not depend only on family labor, villagers exchanged their labor by helping
each other through ‘Long Khaef ' (labor sharing) system. In this system, villagers asked for labor
helps from their intimate neighbors by ‘Ok Paak’ or *Waan’ (asking for help). The production
of villagers at the foot of the Banthat Range in Phattalung Province had gradually been developed
to commetrcial purposes because of other factors effecting the production such as the
infrastructure, politics and governance, communication and transportation, society and cultures,
and economic conditions. All of these had changed the villagers® methods of preduction from
collecting wild products and hunting to deing agriculture such as growing crops and raising
animals. Methods of production, equipment and processes, beliefs and rites, community co-
operating, as well as purposes of production which had been changed to commercial basis
effected the economic, social and cultural aspects. These were the family member relationship,
community relationship, sharing system, and comradeship system, As for the natural
environmental aspects, the changes had effected the landscape, ecology and natural resources
which resulted in the decrease of land, natural water resources, forests, plants and the numbers of

wild animals.



