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This research was a study of product exchange among the
communities around the Songkhla Lagoon in the days of packet boat
(1922-1973) with particular reference to three points: factors affecting
product exchange, types of the exchange and products involved, and
exchange impacts. The researcher collected fieldwork data by
interview, observation, and photographic illustration. The research
findings were reported in the form of analytical description, which may
be summarized as follows.

There were five factors affecting the exchange. First was the factor of
area. The types of area involved were hilly area where products of the wild
were exchanged, lowland agnicultural area where the exchange had to do
mainly with rice, and water and swamp-forest area where products of fishery
and jute handicraft were chiefly exchanged. The packet-boat pier where the
exchange took place was one where the packet boat stopped for incoming and
outgoing goods and passengers around the Lagoon. The pier also served as a
depot for goods from communities outside. Subsequently, the area around
such a pier developed into a periodically-appointed market and a community
market for trade. There were the packet-boat piers of Songkhla, Pakphayoon,
Ranoat, Lumpum, Praduriang, Thalaynoi, and Khookhut. Next was the factor
of politics and local administration, which promoted as well as handicapped
the exchange. The factor of transportation involved motor car, railroad, and

waterway, which was favorable to the exchange and helped to expand the

exchange market. The factor of network of relations consisted of a system of

camaraderie, relation by betrothal and marmmage, appeal for labor with meals

provided, and kinship tracing. These factors served to support and promote an

exchange network among the people around the Lagoon. Of the types of



2 G G

exchange there were three. The exchange of things and labor for certain
benefits was of three kinds: exchange with no expectation of direct or
immediate benefit, balanced exchange, and negative exchange. In all the three
kinds of exchange, benefits were expected, either immediate or delayed. The
exchange of things and labor by distributing products among community
members was the kind of exchange in which products were brought to a focal
point and then distributed to members as needed. The exchange by means of
currency or trade was based on currency as medium of exchange and began to
prevail from the decade of 2480’s Buddhist Era (1937’s A.D.), subsequently
developing into a credit trade system. Products exchanged were of five types:
products from the jungle from hilly areas, agricultural products from lowland
agricultural areas; toddy-palm products from the communities on the
Sathingphra peninsula and the Ranoat field the exchange of which spread
around the Lagoon and its vicinity; products from animal raising that the .
communities around the Lagoon exchanged with urban communities and
neighboring countries; fishery products from water and swamp-forest areas
with the Lagoon, the fresh-water section of the Lagoon, Thalaynoi, and the
Phru Khuankhreng swamp as principal sources of production; handicraft
products from the resources of the areas around the Lagoon through a process
involving skill, art, and refinement, consisting mostly tools for production and
items of daily use; other related products processed from products of all the
other types into food products and other innovations that could be exchanged

with other communities. There were three types of impact of the exchange.

The economic impact resulted in production expansion, Increasing use of

currency, growth of periodically appointed markets for exchange and of

grocery stores, and greater distribution of products. The socio-cultural impact



G G e

gave rise to increasing community mobility and migration, a common culture

of the communities around the Lagoon, a wider circle of camaraderie and
kinship systems, and values for big-hearted, sportsmanlike personality and for
education. The environmental impact from the expansion of exchange
markets, from easier communication, and from increasing production brought
about the following phenomena: rapid diminution of forests and wild animals
in hilly areas, decrease in water-animal resources in the Songkhla Lagoon,
unseasonable rain, repeated flooding, and the Lagoon turning shallow, with
consequent problems for the communities around the I.agoon after the packet-
boat era, thus befitting this saying: ““As water, plants, animals, people, and

communities change, so does society.”



