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Abstract

“The Economic and Social Transformation of Thailand in Historical Perspective” is a
directed research project proposed and approved by TRF Senior Research Scholars in one
of the meetings organized by TRF’s Academic Section early in 2015. It is one of six
principal research programmes conceived as a stimulus for young and middle-level
researchers to apply for grants earmarked by the Thailand Research Fund (TRF) in the
fields of humanities, social sciences, and arts. This is also part of an attempt to narrow the
gap between those applying for grants in these three areas up to 10 % vis-a-vis sciences
and technology as allotted by the agency. In connection with this, it has been argued that
the launching of the six principal directed research programmes will prove that humanities,
social sciences, and arts, can play a vital role in the understanding of Thailand in times of
crises. Researches in these fields, not only reflect the true nature of crises Thailand is
facing, but also lay bare the deep-rooted causes of the problems that need to be

remedied.

The present project: “The Economic and Social Transformation of Thailand in
Historical Perspective” has been selected first of all for its academic stimulus and policy
applicability. Acccording to plan, the project was to be implemented in two phases. The
initial phase (June to August 2015), involved five meetings in Bangkok, Hat Yai, Ubol, and
Chiangmai, to publicize its existence and recruit participants in the project. In all, these
meetings attracted 120 university lecturers, but, however, 27 young researchers were
admitted on the basis of their full proposal. It was originally hoped that 15-20 participants
would be selected for the researchers’ workshop under the supervision of a team of senior

mentors.

In the second phase, in order to initiate interdisplinary inquiry, it was proposed that
participants in the project be given a grace period of six months to produce a review
article focussing on the current state of study of the topic each one wants to pursue.
Considering the 6-month period allowed, the second phase of the project can be
acclaimed as a successful one with 23 young researchers producing 19 research papers of
acceptable to commendable quality. Many of these papers lead the way into unexplored
areas of Thai economic and social history, while others help to clarify the factors

underlying the economic crisis of present-day Thailand.



