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ABSTRACT

It is a study of the traditional medicine in the context of its revival in Chiang
Mai. It is carried out through a study of traditional doctors, particularly Pinkaew
Tannual who stands at the forefront of the practices. As an embodiment of local
culture and in possession of knowledge of long standing, he has adapted his expertise
and modified his method of treatment in the changing circumstances. The study
details biography, training, rite of passage, development, and beliefs of the man. The
corpus of his medical knowledge is also documented.

The study mode of presentation adopts the actor’s view. With his own voice,
his action is appreciated via his memories, his thoughts and his decision-making
process not entirely being free from the trial and error approaches. With the spread of
modern medicine, the traditional health care has faced its possible oblivion. It has
been marginalized and put into an opposite camp of “science’. However, the
dichotomy between “formal” and “informal” practices is not always valid. Pinkaew
Tannual’s approaches have much to help bring awareness forgotten in the modern
medicine. The synthesis between his healing practices and traditional medical
knowledge in combination with Buddhist compassion orientation is clearly a case in
point.

With the new context of health problems in the North, the traditional way of
caring has been revived and sought after. Its comprehensiveness of treatment —
physical, spiritual, communal, unalienable, uneconomical — is now greater realized
and highly valued. Moreover with populism in the air and tourism in the market, the
traditional medicine has reemerged and increasingly gained general acceptance.

This study therefore could enhance an understanding of a culture of which the
traditional medicine is a part. The man’s outlook and explanation are important tales
of current social malady and change. His knowledge and skills could be utilized for its
practical as much as academic sake. The study sees itself as an invitation to Thai
society to lend its ears to our withering away of thoughts and way of thinking.
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