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Abstract

The Project : The research on economical dynamic aspects of three river basin communities in Thailand.
Researcher team header : Mrs. Pornpilai Lertvicha

Duration : 2000 — 2002

This research focused on three river basins communities, each located in its own distinct
regions of Thialand, comprising Lamprapleung in Nakornratchasima, Mae Khan in Chiang Mai and Chaiya
in Surathani.

The dynamic study of each of the communities there meant to recognise the whole picture of
the community as the representative of various internal energetic economic potential that interacted
against one another inside the community system. As for this point of concentration, the approaching
methods included examining the evidences of subsystems, looking at them in various aspects concerning
their roles in equilibration or behaviours that led to the whole community dynamic change. Also, discover
potential factors that contributed to the endurability and sustainability of the socio-economic way of life of
the community, considering the ones formerly established the sound society for long in the past. Lastly,
study the interactions of the potential powers that reside in the community under the threatening
encroaching capitalism, the state authority and the globalization.

These understandings of what is going on can be advantageous when looking towards what
to become of the community in future, answering the questions of what are to be done and how to do so
that the community would be changed modernized meanwhile still lived powerful way of life in peace,
standing strong backing up upon which the whole nation community could be grown up, sustainable and
prosperous.

In brief, the studies of three river basin communities were done in separating main cores of
potential determining factors, which were the followings.

1. the habitat; the geographical nature of basin and people living there

2. the production system

3. the connections; the generative social binding forces of relationships

4. the philosophy; the knowledge or accumulated understanding of nature and know-how

technology

The intrusion of capitalism and technology which encroaching former agricultural way of life
(shared field working labours and irrigation system, the productions and consumption of natural and
handmade foods and goods) made the money obligatory for such modernised technology and organization
(fuel machines, electrical equipments, communication devices, schooling for education, hospital care for
health and illness etc.,). The productions shifted deliberately, conforming to business style. Agriculture
fields need fertilizers and other chemical pesticides to increase productivity and thus the trading price. The
products were sold out for money that returned back, being paid out from the communities for new kinds

of goods and services.



Nevertheless, the communities struggled to adapt to the new equilibrium, sustaining the
former economic subsystem in the communities to cope with the attacking modernization. Some evidences
of such economical subsystem were the following.

1. Keep using guaging units of productions and figured valuing amount, which conformed to
their real agricultural productivity power, along with ones officially use pertaining to the state capitalism.

2. Keep using the rice products as substitute in barter and distribution system.

3. Keep performing contributive coperative labour works and barter one’s labour work for one
another.

4. Keep using commune system properties for common resources essential to the production.
The management of the resources regulated rules and agreements in order to share the responsibility and
advantages, establishing a kind of peaceful cooperative relationship among the member in community.

5. Keep managing their own way of social organisation and networks in contribution to the
productions and distributions, unyielding to the business marketing and state administration.

6. Appreciating the human value more than pricing value especially in the production system.
Keep managing labours and community relationship in favour of their philosophical moral standards, not
the trading benefits.

Looking towards in future, if the new dynamic forming eqilibrium had been realized and the
community continued regenerating and sustaining this strong character of self-dependence in the dynamic
interaction, the communities would stand enduring. Thus, at time when the encroaching affairs would be
despairing, as a sequel to the whole external system crisis, the community should be shifted into the new
dynamic spontaneously. The contributing balanced subsystem will essentially become influential, bringing
back all the basic way of life supporting basic needs for survival of the community.

It is remarkably mention here that the adoption of modernised way of life either making uses
of technology in daily life or taking for grant some kinds of entertainments and entertaining conducts in
community might obscure the real situation. What that would be fundamental important to the equilibrium
in dynamic must be the mind of thoughts or things that shaping the thoughts and livelihood and thus
reflect out as appearances forming in any subsystem that affects the equilibrium balance. It cannot be
judged now that the whole community is changed at the root. Anyway, though the encroaching
modernization does not take the role now, it is going to do and evidences of changes in some subsystems
bring worry to those foreseeing the deterioration to be ruining the community. People in community have
to recognise and realize. They must learn and manage to understand the new world that is encroaching
and affecting their lives. They must expand their visions and sharpening their thoughts. They must develop
strategies, perpetuating their way of self-dependable lives and thoughts, the means to convey and pass
their philosophy on to the new generations. They must attempt to control before being controlled.

Otherwised the subsystems that stiil work and support this self-dependent equilibrium will turn to the end.
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