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ABSTRACT

Project Code : RDG4530003

Project Title : Regional Study on the Development of Effective Water Management
Institutions: A Case Study of the Bang Pakong River Basin

Investigators : Taesombut, V.!, Pongput, K., Aekaraj, S? Kysavawong, P.2 and
Biltonen, E.2

Email address : kobkiat.p@ku.ac.th
Project Duration : September 2001-November 2002

This report is conducted for the *Development of Effective Water Management Institutions”
in the Bang Pakong River Basin. The goal of this study was to identify linkages between
these three components include water accounting analysis, a socio-economic analysis,
and an institutional analysis, so as to better identify and design effective water
management institutions.

The water accounting component indicated the current situation of the basin. Currently,
water is still adequate on an annual basis, but this situation may reverse under a number
of scenarios come to being in the future. Among these scenarios is increased irrigation by
sugarcane growers and increased diversions to Bangkok. The basin efficiency of this
basin is about 90%, it showed that this basin has high effective water consumption.

The Socio-Economic Analysis and imigation Performance Analysis highlighted the
important role that irigators play in water management of the basin. In particular,
agriculture plays a significant role in the basin, both in terms of livelihoods and as a factor
in poverty alleviation. Farmers in general are not very influential in the policy making and
decision making process. They are, however, among the most vulnerable.

The institutional Analysis section indicated that while many positive steps have been taken
toward the more effective management of river basins. In particular, the recognition: of the
need for river basin organizations to manage water from the basin perspectives, the need
to establish farmer organizations to represent farmers, and the need to better coordinate
water resources management among the many diverse agencies.

Keyword: The Bang Pakong River Basin, Water Accounting Analysis, Socio-Economic
Analysis, Institutional Analysis, Effective water Management
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