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Abstract

This research was a study of the development of Buddhism around the Songkhla
Lagoon basin during 1899-1989 with the objective of studying the following: the factors
and development that led to changes in Buddhism with reference to role, identity, and
appreach to dissemination; the application of Buddhist principles to sccial development;
and the promotion of corn_munity participation in the process of creating a body of
Buddhist knowledge. This was a qualitative research that made use of documentary
data, interview data, and data from a seminar attended by monk groups and general
public. The research findings may be summarized as follows,

The development of Buddhism around the Songkhla Lagoon basin during 1899-
1999 involved the internal faclors of monks, Buddhist lay people, and natural
surroundings, and the exiernal factors such as the government reform in the fifth reign,
the promulgation of the Act of Ecclesiastical Administration of 1903, the change in the
government system of the country in 1932, the promulgation of the Act of Ecclesiastical
Body in 1941 and 1962, and the influence of Western culture. These factors caused
changes in the Buddhism of the aforesaid region in the foliowing ways: the construction
and renovation of monasteries, religious places, and religious objects; the administration
of the ecclesiastical body at various levels; and the education of monks as well as the
principles of Buddhism.

The major roles of the Buddhism in the above-stated region invoived various areas:
the promotion of education, community development and support for society, the
promotion of Buddhist magic, occultism, and astrology, the promotion and

dissemination of Buddhist teachings, and the promotion of art, customs, and rituals.



From this development and the rcles of Buddhism arose the identity of the
Buddhism in the said region that siressed the aspects of Buddhist magic, occultism,
and astrology, of unity, of individualism, and cof religious places and objecls.

Several appreaches may be set for pramotion and dissemination of Buddhism. The
major ones are: the promoticn and dissemination of Buddhism by the Project of
Buddhist-Dhamma Monk-Envoys, the promotion and dissemination of Buddhism through
education and training and through printed-matter and technological media. This last
reached a wide audience, but as yet there was no organization directly responsible., As
for the application of Buddhist principles to social development, it was found that many
of the principles could be adapted for various domains of social development, far
example, education, politics and government, and the economic and occupational

domain.

in addition, this research invited participation by communities and monks in a
seminar where critical comments and exchanges -of ideas took place conceming the
process of creating a body of Buddhist knowledge. Due to time limit, this could not be
done comprehensively, and its expansion was yet to come. For this reason, further

research should stress more public paricipation.




