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Abstract

The study of land management systems was prompted by the observation of the
increasing incidents of land use conflicts and the diversity of the problems. There was
thus a need to study the nature of the land use conflicts which focus on the relationship
between land resources and local management systems. The underlying notion is that
better understanding of the issues would reduce the 5 areas of land use conflicts, namely
conflicts between State and the people, competition between the current and future uses
of land resources, the conflict between environmental and economic objectives of land
use, the conflict between the need for land resources for social versus economic
objectives and lastly the use of land resources to satisfy social needs which might not be
compatible with environmental concerns. The objective of this study is to use the
findings and insights from case studies in the various areas in the Regions of Thailand,
namely the Northern, Northeastern, Eastern, Central and South to develop models for the
management of land resources. The study was conducted with the inputs of local
researchers in each Region.

Among the major findings are that policy and the legal framework on forestry and
land resource issues were not compatible with the ways of life of the people. In many
areas, the people have challenged the claims of the State and restrictions of access to
some of the land owned by the State have been the major cause of land use conflicts.
Other major causes arose from the lack of transparency in the issuing of land documents,
the problems of rising debts of the farmers due partly to the increasingly monetized
economy. Other facets of the problem included land concentration and the adverse
environmental impacts from land use such as continued deforestation and declining and
quality of forestry resources, the destruction of coastal resources as well as the general
degradation. Case studies showed that problems of landlessness and perception of unfair
and differential treatment have led, in many cases, to the creation of social networks and
the strengthening of local communities.

Stakeholders who have a part in addressing land issues included various public
agencies, local governments and local communities. Public agencies with clearly defined
mandates have shown themselves to be competent in executing their tasks in the areas
under their jurisdiction. Local governments elected by the people in general have an
understanding of their responsibilities and can draw upon the existing legal provisions to
undertake their duties and address problems of land related conflicts. Most of the local
communities in the case study areas were interested in organizing themselves to address
their problems. They nevertheless appeared to lack a clear understanding of the legal
rights on various types of land. In social movements of various forms, it was not always
clear that the local people understood that rights and entitlements must necessarily come
with responsibilitiecs. Some of the movements and creation of pressure groups have
oftentimes been direct violation of the law.

To improve and create a system for land resources management at the local level,
among the prerequisites are the improvement of the legal and the policy framework as
well as current system of State-dominated land management to open up channels for



involvement of the local governments and the local communities. This will allow the
people to participate in the decision making process over the management of land
resources in ways that are consistent with the various contending needs. Providing the
necessary information and transfer of additional responsibilities to local authorities are
also seen as necessary accompaniments. Also of critical importance is the need to
accelerate the verification of boundaries and clarification on various forms of land rights
since these have been shown to be among the fundamental causes of land conflicts. Of
comparable importance to supporting local-to-local community linkages is the need to
foster linkages between local authorities with public agencies at the policy level as well
as at the implementation level. In principle, communication should be two ways.

The study recommends that the National Committee on Improvement of the Laws
should be used as a channel for amending the laws and regulations that are no longer
consistent with the Constitution or which are no longer relevant to the prevailing social
and economic situations. There should be greater clarity over the policy to decentralize
the authority on the management of natural resources to the local communities. On June
3, 2003, public agencies have assigned by the Cabinet to undertake the responsibilities
based on recommendations of the Workshop on Addressing the National Land
Management Problems. These should initiate pilot projects that involve the participation
of local communities in surveying land and resources for the purpose of designing a land
use plan for utilization and conservation, develop rules and regulation for land use that
are recognized by members of the local communities.  The Study emphasize the
principle that recognition of rights should come with acceptance of responsibilities and
propose the creation of a dispute settlement committee as a mechanism to settle land
conflicts.



