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Abstract

Community rights Education Project of Surat thani community forest is a research
receiving support form Thai Research Fund (TRF.). Target area are Kangkrung and
Panoom district, Surattanee Province. Study time frame was 3.5 years (July 2003 to

January 2006)

Context of conflict raised from government process of past announcement of
conservation area as there was no reliable survey and no community participation in
setting boundary of conservation forest. As a result, those conservation forest areas
were overlaps with community land including residential and farming plots. Besides,
conservation and forest laws currently enforcing have been formed before the
enforcement of this current constitution. And all those laws mentioned above denied

community rights in forest management.

In consideration of state policy during these past 2-3 decades, state development policy
was aimed to economic and industrial growth especially for exporting. This development
direction caused depletion of natural resources, which have been used as raw materials
of production process. Besides, utilizing with no limit of natural resources has caused

environmental problems as consequences.

Within 3.5 years of this Community Right Study Project, learning process was
emphasized and promoting understanding of community rights. And identifying process
of improving community rights in natural resource management including finding
practical guidelines following constitution human rights principles and people

participation with state in sustainable natural resource management.

Research question for the first year of this project was “how community rights in the
constitution be practical?”. It was found that this question was to broad and it is difficult
to put in detail for every community right related. For the second year of the project, in
order to limit study scope, research team requested to adjust research question to be

“how community rights for natural resource management be practical’. The detail



of this study was to study process of natural resource management by community
organization. Study areas are communities located inside forest, in the middle of river
system. Study areas have different community status, community where farming plots

were overlaps with conservation area.

Process of conducting activity of community organization has revealed context of
community forest in study area. And shown relationship between natural resources and
community in each ecosystem. And limitation in term of state laws and policies including
showing component of protecting and utilizing of forest including sustainable utilizing of
forest. It required community organization with sufficient knowledge, understanding and
relationship with resources either direct or indirect. It is also required process of
organization arrangement that can link community members to share ideas and
implementing forest management related activities. Supporting from state is also

required to promote community organization to participate in forest management.

Role of state has to be adjusted from playing control role and monopoly for resource
utilizing and resource management on its own. These roles should be changed to learn
more from community both for resource management and problem solving which
harmony with culture and local setting in each community. This approach was aimed for
creating working in coordination between state and community in forest management.
And establish mechanism for complex power of resource management between state
and community. All of this effort was aimed to long term goal of participation between
state and community in sustainable natural resource management as it was mentioned

in the current constitution

Somkiat Prochumrat and research team

March 31, 2006





