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Abstract

Community Rights Education Project, the case of Pak panang basin is a research
receiving support form Thai Research Fund (TRF.). It is a participatory development
research having community volunteers as part of research team. Target area are Pak
panang, Chian yai and Hau Sai district, Nakon sritammarat Province. Study time frame

was 3.5 years (July 15, 2003 to January 2006)

Key research questions are what community rights in Pak panang basin should be.
Research finding found that important natural resource of Pak panang basin is estuary
ecosystem. This specific ecosystem nursed all careers in this basin to live normally from
the past until today. If this ecosystem was disturbed or imbalance, people living in this
basin will receive impacts. Since in the past, natural resources in this basin have been
changing whether from natural factors or man-made factors. But this estuary

ecosystem still maintained as most important resources for people in this area to utilize.

But, after the construction of Pak panang dam at Ban Bang Pi, Hulong sub district, Pak
panang district, Nakon sritammarat Province. Since the closure of the dam in October 1,
1999, which made disappearing of estuary ecosystem from Pak panang basin. Because
dam door has blocked sea-water from the Gulf of Thailand to enter Pak panang river. It
made no longer tidal change in this river. Estuary water was also disappear and
consequently it effected food chain and abundant of Pak panang basin. Since every
living thing in Pak panang basin relied on Estuary water, all of them were effected from
this dam construction. There were demanding from people in Pak panang basin to open

dam gate in order to return estuary ecosystem to Pak panang basin.

Conclusion in this research has are 3 chapters to propose in Pak panang basin
Chapter 1: Throughout to open dam gate of Pak panang or between
development project and open or close dam gate for research to which
the best of project.
Chapter 2: Development with the people at large.

Chapter 3: Management of resource and live the people with community.



In conclusion, community rights for people living in Pak panang basin is right to live with

estuary ecosystem, which was harmony with way of life and local wisdom of this area.

Santichai Chaikate and research team

March 31, 2006





