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Abstract

This research examines tourism and development relationship in the context of
economic integration of the Greater Mekong Subregion. This economic development
scheme places tourism development as the means to eradicate poverty, known as pro-poor
and community-based tourism. The research argued that tourism development under the
domination of neo-liberal policies tended to create uneven development and spatial,
social, economic, and cultural disparities among those actors involved with this process.
This research took Luang Prabang as a case of a small place that reflected the larger
problems of tourism and development. It used qualitative research approach and flexible
ethnographic method in field data collection.

Research results revealed that rapid growth of tourism in Luang Prabang came
after its recognition as the World Heritage site. Together with the pace of economic
reform known as the Innovation policy Luang Prabang has been positioned for cultural
tourism development. This development created tensions and ambivalence between an
effort to preserve and revive the past and cultural artifacts of the previous political regime
and the present socialist political ideology. At the end, the hegemonic power of the
transnational capitalism prevailed. The power of the capital has dominated tourism
development. The impacts played out in local phenomena included spatial re-organization
of the communities, displacement of social and cultural spaces through re-territorialization
under the forces of international tourism, and spatial segregation between local
community and tourists. Social relation of the regime of flexible accumulation caused
conflict and unequal labor relations.

The research also gazed cultural tourism development of Luang Prabang in the
context of globalization and changing world capitalist society which in turn affected
shifting concept of tourism towards post-modernism or post-tourism including re-
conceptualization of travel, holiday making, and consumption in both material and
symbolic forms. These trends have inevitably shaped and re-shaped Luang Prabang
tourism development. For Thai tourists, the biggest number of visitors, Luang Prabang is
the representation of the nostalgic Thai society on the one hand and superiority of
Thainess over the Laoness on the other hand.



