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Abstract 

 Burmese migrants in Ranong, one of the most active seaports in southern 

Thailand, are no strangers to the local Thais. The former has come either to find jobs or 

to trade with the latter for decades. Owing to poverty and high unemployment in Burma, 

however, the Burmese in a very large number, both male and female, adults and 

children, have entered the port in recent years. With the help of the new 

telecommunication technology – cellular phones, the new migrants are adapting 

themselves quickly into their new economic environment. The use of cellular phones not 

only enhances their social networks that enable them to contact families and friends on 

both sides of the border, but also assists them to find jobs or new employers who pay 

them higher wages and to exchange other kinds of information. For some who have 

become self-employed, such as small grocery shopkeepers or those who run small 

eating houses, cellular phones are used for business-related reasons, as well as 

personal purposes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


