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Abstract

It is broadly accepted that students acquire better language skills with frequent
exposure. In addition, students’ solid foundation in foreign language learning should be
built up before students study at higher levels which will in turn result in students having
positive attitudes towards foreign language learning and sufficient basic knowledge to
study by themselves later. This solid foundation will also lead to the ability to study
other foreign languages. However, regular school teachers are not able to provide such
an environment for students of English as a foreign language who have limited exposure
to native speakers of English and the study of English in large classes. To find ways to
counter this situation, a quasi-experimental teaching research was conducted in a “12-
day intensive English summer camp” with the primary purpose of establishing a solid
foundation in English in order to study in their regular classes.

The objectives of the study were threefold: 1. to investigate students’ learning
behaviour and their learning outcome before and after attending the intensive English
summer camp, 2. to study whether there were any changes in students’ learning
behaviour after attending the intensive English summer camp, and 3. to study whether
there was some correlation between students’ learning behaviour and their learning
outcome at the end of the first semester of the academic year 2006.

The subjects of this study, obtained by purposive sampling technique, were
twenty-nine students from 7 different schools located in different districts of Nakhon Si
Thammarat. They were students who had finished Pratomsuksa 1 and were to study in
Pratomsuksa 2 in the academic year 2006. The teachers who taught the students had to
attend a course in teaching English listening and speaking conducted by the researchers.
The students had to obtain permission from their parents in order to participate in the
programme. Either their parents or their English teachers had to pick them up from the
camp.

Three data collection instruments used during the camp included 1. a

questionnaire surveying the teachers’ perception towards the students English learning
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attitudes and learning behaviour prior to attending the camp, 2. pre-post listening and
speaking tests and 3. an observation form. Three data collection instruments used during
the first semester of the academic year 2006 were 1. an observation form, 2. informal
teacher’s interviews, and 3. English final examination results. The instruments used
during the teaching experiment at the camp were: 1. lesson plans, 2. a CD-ROM (The
Alphabet) and toys, 3. VDOs and children books, and 4. an educational CD-ROM in
English.

The findings demonstrated that the subjects manifested positive learning
behaviour. Their average English listening and speaking test results were significantly
higher at the level of 0.01. The correlation among 3 test results revealed that the average
post listening and speaking test results correlated to the average final listening and
speaking examination and the average of the overall final English test results.
Furthermore, the average post speaking test results correlated to the average final
speaking test results. The average post speaking test results correlated to the average
overall final speaking test results.

In short, the research results suggest that even if camps are conducted over a
shorter period of time, the students will still achieve significant changes in learning
behaviour. Also it could be said that their improved listening and speaking abilities were
found to be maintained over time. It is recommended that further research should be
conducted with students at all educational levels and contexts. Other variables such as

language proficiency should also be taken into consideration.

Keywords: Intensive summer English camp, listening, speaking, primary school students
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