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Exploration and Sustainable Heritage Management in Pai-Pang Mapha- Khun Yuam

Districts, Mae Hong Son Province
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ABSTRACT

The Exploration and Sustainable Heritage Management in Pai-Pang Mapha- Khun Yuam Districts, Mae Hong
Son Provinceis an area-based and multidisciplinary research involving archaeology, history, anthropology, and
heritage management. Research goals include: 1) to generate a new body of knowledge concerning people,
socio-cultural development in research area; 2) to generate a knowledge on an interaction between human and
environment; 3) to synthesis and reconstruct a local history based on an oral history; 4) to integrate and
synthesis information from analyses in order to reconstruct the cultural histories; 5) to establish a data base for
the local cultural heritages; and 6) to apply the research knowledge for the development and strengthen the

local communities through cultural heritage.

The results of research include 1) generated a new body of knowledge concerning cultural history of Pai-Pang
Mapha-Khun Yuam; 2) generated the knowledge on the interaction between human and environments through a
concept of landscape archaeology; 3) integrated results of analyses and reconstructed the local histories based
upon oral histories and archaeological record; 4) Cultural diversity emerged in the late prehistory since the log
coffin culture (2,500 years ago). People continuously migrated to research area since prehistory to the present.
However, the historical period, in particular, in Rattanakosin period during Lanna was under Siam since King
Rama V, there was a big wave of migration for logging companies which might possibly cause social and
culture changes in different periods. Consequently, this causes the cultural diversity in the research area; 5)
developed database for cultural heritage management in research area; and 6) results of research have been
widely distributed to the local communities and general publics as the information helps to fulfill the Mae Hong
Son history. Through the archaeological heritage management and public education programs, we helped to
support community development and foster sustainable tourism in the research area in particular, Pang Mapha
district which incorporated the desires and interests of the local communities. This can be serves as a role

model for archaeological heritage management in other areas with great ethnic and cultural diversities.



