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Mechanical Properties of Defatted Rice Bran Filled Natural Rubber

Abstract
Curing characteristics, swelling behavior and mechanical properties before
and after aging of rice bran filled natural rubber were studied. Defatted rice bran
content was varied at 0-50 phr. The results indicated that scorch time and cure time of
natural rubber decreased with increasing filler content. Swelling, tensile strength, tear
strength and rebound resilience also decreased with increasing filler content.
Hardness, modulus, abrasion resistance and compression set increased with increasing
filler content. After aging, defatted rice bran caused a decrease in swelling of natural
rubber. Natural rubber filled with defatted rice bran showed an increase in hardness
and modulus while most mechanical properties were adversely affected. For rebound
resilience, the significant change was not observed.
The obtained results of three different fillers for natural rubber with defatted
rice bran, clay and calcium carbonate were compared. It was found that natural rubber
filled with defatted rice bran gave the lowest cure time, compression set and highest

abrasion resistance, hardness and modulus.
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