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ABSTRACT

Project Code : RDG5240008

Project Title : The Youth Researcher and Local History Project in the Central
Part of Thailand.

Principle investigator : Assistant Professor Apinya Buasuang

Investigator :  Associate Professor Dr. Saowapa Pornsiripong

Assistant Professor Pornthip Usuparat
Dr. Kwanchit Sasiwongsaroj

Dr. Chitchayang Yamapai

Ms. Patoo Cusripituck

Ms. Supaporn Kacharat

The Youth Researcher and Local History Project in the Central Part of
Thailand aims to enhance and improve any learning approaches of locality for
secondary school students in seven provinces in the central part of Thailand, namely
Petchaburi, Suphan Buri, Kanchanaburi, Ratchaburi, Nakhon Pathom, Samut Sakhon
and Samut Songkhram. Under thorough supervision of advisory teachers and the
Project coordinators, research methodology knowledge and skills of the students — the
Project’s youth researchers — had been reinforced, starting from the collection process
of empirical information in their field studies, which was used as a research tool, to the
final process when all research results were presented as local history documentaries.

In total, 98 schools participated in this Project, including 123 advisory
teachers and 534 students. According to the results of all 114 projects, the Project has
produced a related body of knowledge categorized into 1) local history and legends, 2)
ethnic diversity, 3) local beliefs, religions and traditions, 4) the ways of life in the
central part of Thailand, 5) historic sites, ancient remains and artifacts, 6) place names,
7) handicrafts and work of art, and 8) local resources and changes. This body of
knowledge will be synthesized and publicized for academic purposes and public
benefits.

Furthermore, operational performance of the Project can be used in a
process of learning reform, leading to creation of understanding and analytical skills
and insights into existences and changes from the past up to the present. In so doing,
the young generation and local people are able to understand and realize the value of
indigenous intellect — a historical legacy within their locality, and to build common

awareness of protection of their own cultural capital amid the social changes.
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