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Executive Summary  
Maha  Sarakham  Local  History  Youth  Research  Project 

 

 The  objective  of  the  research  project  was  to  encourage  the  youth  in  Maha  

Sarakham  Province  to  conduct  local  history  research,  to  build  a  body  or  knowledge  on  

people’s  way  of  life  and  community  change  reflecting  through  studies  of  local  history,  to  

develop  a  management  of  learning  activities on  local  history  to a  wider  scale  reaching  

schools  and  communities,  to  collect  and  synthesize  packages  of  Maha  Sarakham  local  

history,  to  disseminate  the  research  findings  to  concerned  institutes,  government,  and  general  

public,  and  to  promote  the  roles  of  educational  institutes  to  neutrally  provide  financial  

support  for  participation  action  research.  The  targets  were  secondary  school  students,  the  

elderly  people,  folk  experts  in  local  history,  and  the  provincial  project  co – ordinators  under  

the  Isan  youth  watch  center,   the  study  areas  were  secondary  and  extended  primary  school  

in  the  educational  regions,  1, 2, and 3.  The  research  firdings  were as  follows  : 

 The  local  history  youth  research  project  using  participation  learning  actirities  came  

about  by  the  initiation  of  the  Maha  Sarakham  provincial  co – ordingtors  who  publicized  the  

research  project  and  later  arranged  for  a  workshop  on  development  of  research  questions  

with  the  co – operation  of  55  project  advisors  and   100  members  of  youth  research  from  20 

secondary  and  primary  schools  in  Maha  Sarakham  Educational  Regions 1, 2  and  3.  Forty  

sub – projects  were  carried  out  under  this  project. 

 The  development  of   the  management  of  local  history  learning  activities  came  about  

by  managing  of  social  network  established  from  within  as  well  as  from  outside.  Students  

managed  learning  activities  using  local  problem  solving  processes  together.  The  participant  

members  learned  and acted  what  they  thought  suited  them the  most.  The  advisors  and  the  

youth  nesearch  had  followed  the  2542  Educational  Reform  of  the  student based  learning  

which  had  4  learning  models :  learning  from  real  experiences,  self – help  learning,  be – 

happy  learning,  and  co – operative  learning.  With  a  clear  understanding  of  local  history  

research,  most  teacher  -  advisors  could  very  well  apply  their  experiences    in  their  own  

teaching  responsibilities  as  well  as  guiding  theit  students  forming  research  questions.  The  

students  them  selves,  on  the  other  hand,  were  proud  of  their  own  community  and  came  to  

interact  with  people  who  lived  in  the  same  community. 



 From  collecting  and  synthesizing  local  history  data,  came  packages  of  local  history,  

occupations,  beliefs  and  rituals,  landmarks,  natural  resources,  musical  performances  and  folk  

teachers.   Centers  for  local  history  were  established ;  teacher -  advisors  arranged  for  learning  

activities  covering  other  courses  and  local  history  school  syllabus ;  local  history  teachers  

were  appointed.  The  research  results  were  disseminated  to  the  public  as  well  as  government  

offices  using  exhibitions,  radio  and  television  programs.   

As  a  case  study  this  research  project  indicated  learning  from  outiside  classroom  

using  the  case  of  local  and  oral  history.  The  students  and  their  advisors   discussed  over  the  

topics  they  were  interested  in  the  most  and  collected  the  data  from  people in  the  

communities  under  study.  The  study  showed  how the  thai  education  should  be  reformed  and  

collaborated    with  the  1999  Educational  Reform  Act.  Emphasizing  student -  based  learning ;  

learning  activifies  should  be  developed  using  research  and  social  and  school – based  

learning. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


