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ABSTRACT
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The research titled the locals’ involvement in ecotourism management of
Nongyaplong district, Petchaburi province aimed 1) to study if the faciliies and natural
resources of Nongyaplong district can be developed into tourist attractions, 2) to study local
people’s desire for tourism management in Nongyaplong district and 3) to set a plan to
develop Nongyaplong district to be a sustainable tourism community. The data was
collected by an interview, an observation and a small-group seminar. The findings revealed
that Nongyaplong district, Petchaburi province was outstanding in unspoiled nature and
was ready to be developed as a tourist attraction in many areas. However, the challenges
included a lack of facilities to provide service to tourists and a lack of good public relations.
This study separated the target locals into 2 groups which were the government agency
(Nongyaplong Sub-District Administrative Organization) and the locals. Both groups agreed
that tourism management was crucial for Nongyaplong in order to increase the locals’
income and to develop the district. In summary the researcher concluded that the best
tourism management for Nongyaplong was to maintain the nature and a variety of races in
the district and to provide good facilities for tourists such as an information center, a local
souvenirs center, a public bus service and accommodations. Lastly, a suggestion for the

future research would be a further study on a transportation route that can connect



Nongyaplong to nearby tourism locations such as Pakthor district, Ratchaburi province and

Kaeng Kaoi district, Petchaburi province.
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