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The objectives of this study are 1. to study the context of Tai Dam ethnic at
Napanad village, Khaokaew sub-district, Chiangkhan district, Loei province 2. to study
the history and importance of Tai Dam'’s Liang Pee ceremony 3. to study the ceremony
procession of Tai Dam’s Liang Pee ceremony and 4. to study the difference of Liang
Ban ceremony between Tai Dam ethnic and others. A qualitative research method was
employed and a structured interview was adopted to collect data from 12 people which
were village leader, ceremonial leader and villagers who used to participate the

ceremony as a sampling group.

The study found that Tai Dam is Thai people, called themselves ‘Tai,” formerly
settled at Sib Song Ju Tai county (Luang Prabang). During Ho minority war in 1780 A.D.,
Tai Dam people migrated to Thailand and moved to settle down in Lomsak district,
Pakchom district and Chiangkhan district respectively. Finally, they moved to settle at
the highland surrounded by Nad trees which originated the name of the village. Tai Dam
at Napanad village has an important ceremony related to their way of life which is Liang
Ban held twice annually — 6" lunar month (May) and 12" lunar month (Novermber). This
ceremony has been passed on from their ancestors which related to 4 holy spirits

worshipped by villagers. They built the spirit houses for each of them which were Chao
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Tai Dam, Chao Anuwong, Chao Phu Huad and Chao Phu Kaew. They believed that
These spirits help protect the village to live peacefully, bring about correct seasonal rain
and crop’s fertility. As a result, Tai Dam people held this ceremony to express their
gratitude and to repay for their virtue. In the 6" lunar month (May), Tai Dam people will
‘Liang Ban’ with 1 pig which is considered as a big feast and with chicken in the 12"
lunar month (November) which is considered as a minor one. In the minor feast, there
must be ‘Khao Mao’ as an important sacrifice because it symbolizes crops that Tai Dam
people produce every year. It is believed that there will be catastrophe, demise or
deluge if Liang Ban ceremony is not held; therefore, Tai Dam people will hold this
ceremony annually. In addition, Liang Ban ceremony of Tai Dam ethnic carries similar
and different features to the Liang Pee ceremony at Wangsapung district and

Peekhonnam festival at Nasao village, Chiangkhan district in Loei province.
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