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The Nan River Basin is one of the basins that has experienced both water shortage and
flooding problems. Precipitation in the Nan Basin during a dry year became insufficient for
summer rice in some years. Water shortage has occurred in many irrigation projects even
though there is a large reservoir, the Sirikit Dam, to store water for use during a dry season. As a
result, the agricultural production has decreased and farmers have increasingly pumped
groundwater some years causing groundwater overdrafts. In addition to water shortage
problems, the Nan Basin has suffered from flooding during a wet year receiving water from both
the Nan and Yom Rivers.

Climate change is another factor that directly affected the hydrological conditions of the
Nan Basin. Precipitation changes in the upper area of the reservoir result in changes in the
inflow into the reservoir and affect reservoir operations, which differ from the practices in the
past. Moreover, there is a need to consider more complicated water demand structure based
on socio-economic returns.

Regarding the problems mentioned above, there is a need to better understand the
water shortage, flooding problems, direction of flood, conjunctive use of surface and
groundwater, reservoir operation rules, and participatory water management planning to
strategically and effectively manage water resources in both short and long terms.

The purpose of this project is to study the changes on water resources in the Nan Basin,
inflow to the Sirikit Dam, flooding, water use and supply, impacts of the Nan Basin on water use
in the central region, water resources potential (surface and groundwater), under land use
change and climate change. The results from the first year study are as follows:

(1) River runoff, Reservoir operation and impacts on water deficit, flooding and
groundwater use in the Nan Basin

The land use change and the precipitation change from historical data were the
important factors for the change of river runoff in the Nan basin. These caused the increase of

runoff in wet season, which caused more floods, and they caused decreased runoff in dry



season, which caused more water shortage in this area. The change and the impact are

summarized as follows:

The land use change: it was found that the forest areas mostly change to
agricultural area and the forest area had been decreased at a rate of 2 % per year.
The Upper Part of the Nan basin ranked the first in deforested area.

The precipitation change: the study showed that the 30-years average annual
precipitation was 1,187 mm. The average annual precipitation in the near future
(year 2015-2039) was found be slightly decreasing to 1,171 mm/year while in the far
future(year 2075-2099), it was found to be increasing to 1,292 mm/year.

Change in reservoir operations: From the analysis of water supply of the Bhumibhol
and Sirikit dams and reservoir operation rules, considering water allocation to the
Phitsanulok irrigation projection, it was found that the water allocation was not
sufficient for water demand in this area. The inflow to the Sirikit dam has a
decreasing trend under climate change condition and consequently the reservoir
storage will decrease.

The average water shortage in the study area was 318 MCM/year. The ratio of
water shortage between dry season and wet season was 95:5 . Under climate
change condition, most of the areas tend to suffer from water shortage in dry
season increasingly, specifically in the upper part of the Nan Basin (Samun and
Nam Haeng Sub-basins), the middle part of the Nan Basin (Khlong Tron and Pat
Sub-basins) and the lower part of the Nan Basin (Khlong Chompu sub-basin and 4
Large scale Irrigation Projects: Naresuan Dam, Phlai Chumphon, Dong Setthi and

Tha Bua Irrigation Projects)

The early rain, causing shift in season, and the increase in runoff from land use
change impacted on flooding in the Nan Basin. Flooding occurred in the upper part
of Nan Basin: the second part of Nan Sub Basin and the third part of Nan Sub Basin

(some area of Mueang Nan Municipality and Amphoe Wiang Sa), the middle part of



Nan Basin: Pat Sub Basin, The fourth part of Nan Subbasin and the lower part of
Nan Basin.

® |mpacts on groundwater use: the study showed that the groundwater potential in
the Nan Basin is 1982 million cubic meters per year. For the conjunctive use of
surface and groundwater, it was found that in the irrigated areas the proportion of
surface water use is 50% and groundwater use is 19%. For the rainfed areas, the
proportion of surface water use is 97% and groundwater use is 3%. The proportion
of the municipal water use is 66% and 34% from surface and groundwater

respectively.

(2) The Role of Nan Basin on water supply of the Central Plain

The 30-years average annual of inflow and release of the Sirikiti Dam were 12,780 MCM and
5,358 MCM, respectively. The inflow to Nakhonsawan Province, which is the inlet to the Central
Plain, was 11,440 MCM. The water management simulation results from MIKE BASIN Model,
showed that the Nan Basin accounts for 40.5% of flow in the Central Plain and both Nan and
Yom basins account for 51.3%. The Sirikit Dam accounts for 24.6% of flow in to the Central

Plain.

(3) Important issues in the strategic water management of the Upper Part of Nan

Basin, the Middle Part of Nan Basin and the Lower Part of Nan Basin

The Upper Part of Nan Basin (Nan Province): The strategic issues are the decreased runoff due
to the deforested areas in the upper Nan, War, Yao Sub Basin and the Third part of Nan Sub
basin),flash flood, and the water shortage for agriculture in dry season, especially in Samun

and Haeng Subbasin.

The middle part of Nan Basin (Uttaradit Province): The strategic issues are flood and flash flood

(in Pad Subbasin and the fourth Part of Nan Sub Basin) and the water shortage for agriculture in

dry season, especially in Khlong Tron Subbasin and Pat Subbasin.



The Lower Part of Nan Basin (Pichit Province and Phitsanulok Province): The strategic issues
are reservoir operation of Sirikit Dam for water demand in the irrigated area, scheme for water

management in wet season (flood management), retention area and flood warning, etc.

(4) Recommendations

The recommendations from the study on the impacts of changes in the Nan River Basin for the
strategic water management are as follows:
® The Upper Part of Nan Basin:
- Study of the relationship between hydrology and land use pattern of the Upper
Part of Nan Basin (the upper reach of the Sirikit Dam)
- Emergency flood warning system
® The Middle Part of Nan Basin:
- Water management, flood warning system and flash flood warning system
® The Lower Part of Nan Basin:
- Reservoir operations of the Sirikit Dam with adaptation to climate change
- Conjunctive water use management
- Water management during rainy season, flood mitigation, flood warning system,

water storage facility and retention basin





