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ABSTRACT
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Project Title: Learning Each other through ASEAN Tourism Education: the
Case of Thailand
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The objectives of this research were to 1) study the overall situation of tourism
curricula in Thailand 2) study strengths and weaknesses of the curricula 3) find guidelines
for the integration of cross culture in the curricula and 4) find guidelines for the
cooperation among the institutions in ASEAN community. Various kinds of qualitative
research were applied included group discussions among tourism practitioners, tourism
instructors and tourism steak holders. In addition, interviews were done with instructors,
tourism practitioners, and tourism graduates who work in the related field. Analysis and
synthesis of the existing tourism curricula was done. The tri-angular models were used to
prove the research findings. The results showed that 1) meanwhile Thailand offers various
levels in tourism studies. Most of the curricula are at the undergraduate level in which
123 institutions are now opening. ASEAN culture has not yet offered or applies in any
courses; 2) many strengths are shown and some weaknesses are also found; 3)
guidelines for the integration of cross culture are to use the present situation in
adjusting/developing the curricula as well as the course specification and course
description under the CHE condition 4) the cooperation among the institutions in ASEAN
community can be done through the exchange of culture, faculty members and students
as well as co researching or co text writing.

Keywords: ASEAN Community Course Specification Tourism Curricula
Cross-Cultural Study  Integration

(9



