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ABSTRACT

Cultural Exploration and Sustainable Heritage Management in Pai-Pang Mapha- Khun Yuam Districts,
Mae Hong Son Province, Phase III is an area-based and multidisciplinary research involving archaeology,
history, and participatory action research. Research goals include: 1) to study the dynamic of socio-economic
changes from the past to present, 2) to study a pattern of knowledge management processes which controlled by
local people, 3) to study and propose the policies and conservation plans for sustainable management and
development of archaeological and historical sites, and 4) to produce and disseminate information through
media and publications for local people and general public.

This research focuses on two major parts: the investigation of knowledge production in order to
provide meaning of cultural heritage using archaeological and historical methodologies and involved
communities on the cultural heritage management processes.

The results of the research Phase III include 1) analyses of archaeological assemblages from survey
and excavation by using techniques from each field including archaeology, history, participatory action
research; 2) constructed a new knowledge concerning cultural history of Pai-Pang Mapha-Khun Yuam
indicating the long and continued occupation since late Pleistocene (ca.32, 380-10,000 B.P.) to present.
Late Pleistocene culture is characterized by pebble tool and there was no cultural diversity. Cultural diversity
emerged and changed during late Holocene: log coffin culture (2,600-1,100 BP). The evidence indicated people
migrated in and out the research area which might possibly cause social and culture changes in through time
from the past to present; 3) patterns of knowledge management processes based on three case villages,
the results show that local communities have their own knowledge relating to Buddhism and they can easily
connect themselves to more closer past such as history of village settlement, history of temple. There are two
ways of knowledge transmission: an informal transmission through ritual, oral history and a formal
transmission through school, government offices, research project; 4) proposed policy and conservation plans
for sustainable heritage management include a) building a public space for different stakeholders to involve in
all stages of management, b) development activities need to be flexible to change, c¢) need to train young
archaeologists and historians to have the senses of responsibility to societies, d) need to integrate inter-
disciplinary to heritage management processes. The outsiders need to collaborate and consult with the local
communities, and 5) activities, publications, and disseminating research information to general public compose

of 9 categories and 69 lists.
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