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Abstract

This research entitled “The Structures and Processes of Buddhist Tourism
Development in North Thailand: Learning to create History and Culture” has 4
objectives: 1) to study the structures and processes of Buddhist tourism in northern
Thailand, 2) to investigate tourist behavior and the promotion of tourist attractions
at Buddhist temples, 3) to study the northern Buddhist tourist routes and also to
estimate tourism resources, 4) To strengthen the network of Buddhist tourism in
northern Thailand, and 5) to analyze the impact of Buddhist tourism on the way of
life and culture in the north, and also to develop sguidelines for the tourist attractions
in the temples of northern Thailand.

This research was conducted using quantitative and qualitative methods
and three research areas can be identified: 1) documentary research, 2) qualitative
research and 3) quantitative research. Questionnaires were organized for 400 tourists;
Thai and foreign. The results are as follows:

1. The survey results came from 45 temples and can be divided into 4
groups as follows.

(1) There were 6 temples that organized tourism activities around religious
objects such as the Buddhist art

(2) There were 20 temples that provided tourism activities based on
religious beliefs and traditions.

(3) There were 15 temples that had transformed themselves into centers
for study of history and Buddhist studies.

(4) There were 4 temples that provided Buddhist Meditation Centers

The structures and the processes of tourism activity in the temples of
northern Thailand can be summarized as follows.

(1) Various organizations in Chiang Mai province provide the activity of
paying homage to the nine respected Buddha Images that are housed in the
felicitously named temples in the city district.

(2) Some organizations in Mae Hong Son province have opened up tourism
routes that feature paying homage, throughout the year, to nine respected Buddha
images in nine temples in area of the city district.

(3) Organizations in Lamphun province provide the tourism activity of

paying homage to nine respected Buddha images located in Lamphun city district.



(4) A number of organizations in Chiang Rai  provide the activity of paying
homage to nine respected Buddha Images that are housed in felicitously named
temples in the city district.

(5) Some organizations in Nan province offer the activity of paying homage
to nine respected Buddha images that are housed in felicitously named temples in
the city district.

(6) Certain organizations in Phayao province provide the activity of paying
homage to the nine respected Buddha images that are housed in felicitously named
temples in the city and Chiang Kham districts.

(7) Organizations in Phrae province provide the activity of paying homage
to nine venerated pagodas that house Buddha relics in the city and other districts.

(8) The organizations of Lam Pang province provide the activity of paying
homage to nine respected Buddha images that are located in temples with names
beginning with ‘Sri.” A number of such auspiciously named temples are found in the
city of Lam Pang.

(9) The organizations of Tak province provide the activity of paying homage
to nine respected Buddha images. These images and the practice surrounding them
help to create friendship between Thailand and Myanmar in the area of Mea Sot and
Myawaddy.

(10) Some organizations in Phitsanulok province provide the activity of
paying homage to nine respected Buddha images that are housed in the foremost
temple in Phitsanulok province.

(11) Key organizations in Sukhothai province provide the activity of paying
homage to nine auspicious things in the World Heritage Site.

(12) Some organizations in Uttaradit province provide the activity of paying
homage to nine respected Buddha images, within one day, to enhance prosperity in
the area of the city and Lab Lae districts.

2. The results of surveys about the northern Thailand temples tours
suggest that most tourists are satisfied with the management of the tourist places
they went to, and this was shown by a statistical significance of 3.66. Further research
findings were as follows: tourism resources at a high level (average of 3.66), followed
by facilities (average of 3.47), and tourism strategy at medium level (average of 3.34).
Satisfaction with personnel scored at medium level (average of 3.27), whilst public

relations scored at a medium level (average of 2.87).



The processes of learning promotion in northern Thai temples can be
divided into 4 aspects as follows: 1) area management, 2) temple management in
the long and short term, 3) personnel management and 4) communication
management.

3. With regards to the study of tourism routes and estimation of route
resources in the northern temples, 3 routes were identified and described: Route no.
1 includes 17 temples that are related to the Phra Chao Leam Lok Legend. Route no.
2 includes 12 temples with stupas that are concerned with one’s birth year (judhatu.)
Route no.3 features 23 temples of historic significance. There are four aspects by
which tourism resources can be categorized: 1) Economic Carrying Capacity, 2)
Physical Carrying Capacity 3) Ecological Carrying Capacity and 4) Perceptual Carrying
Capacity.

4. Strengthening the network of Buddhist tourism in the north was divided
into four groups: 1) tourists, 2) tourism, 3) government, and 4) a group of monks in
the temple and the locals in the community.

5. The impact of tourism on the northern way of life was found to be as
follows: 1) tourism has resulted in temple degeneration and damage to some
temples, 2) the problem of providing services, 3) cultural identity issues, 4) problems

of tourism management and 5) problems to do with local administration.
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