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Abstracts

According to the basis of sea transportation generally perceived all around the
world, the biggest proportion, approximately 95%, is marked as containerized cargoes. This is
due to the facts that to transport cargoes using container system can bring about more
convenience, expedition, as well as cost-saving to shippers. However, during the past 15
years, the volumes of containers transported by seagoing vessels to and from many
countries worldwide have shown unbalance. Thus, this condition has caused an unbalance
to container flow especially in the shipping route between Asia-North America and also Asia-
Europe. Consequence, it has led adverse effects to service providers sector in term of
expending more money on repositioning of empty containers needed to move back for using
in the regions where demand for exported cargoes are occurring. Moreover, this condition

has also caused increasing in ship freight at more level than that of the other regions.

In the year 2010, the number of empty containers that were transported into
Thailand through Laem Chabang Port, which is the main port of the country, shares about
47.92% of all imported containers. Almost of these empty containers were used for
exported cargoes. Therefore, this situation can lead to the increasing in transporting cost that
Thai exporters have faced and also can obstruct the competition capability for the country

as well.

In addition, Thailand has currently been the 7" food exporter in the world, while
the European Union, USA, Brazil, China, Canada, and Argentina are ranked the first to sixth
food exporters respectively. In the year 2012, the ready to eat food has exported from
Thailand for approximately 95,403 metric ton with the value of around 15,023.25 million
Thai Baht. This kind of exported food has been expected to be continuously growing in
number due to their diversity, abundance of raw materials to manufacture, their taste that
quit being favored by consumers in foreign countries, as well as the advantage of continuous

development in their own industry.

In this research, main data and information was collected from g¢overnment
agencies and private companies both in and outside the country through surveying
processes including interview sheets, in-depth interview of some export companies in frozen
food business, freight forwarders, ship liners, port operators, and related business owners.
The purpose of this study is focused on identifying the characteristics of reefer container

flow, particularly within the exported ready to eat food business.
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As shown by the result that all the exported ready to eat food business owners
have chosen reefer container to export their goods. Most of them prefer to use full
container load (FCL) for stuffing only their own commodities without sharing any space to
others. The places for stuffing work are normally in factories taking average 3 hours per one
container. All the business owners concern on the quality of their goods and choose to use
services provided by shipper or freight forwarders. Significant factors that have influenced the
shippers to choose a provider to service them are pricing, time, and service side respectively.
In general, the problem of reefer container shortage has rarely found through this surveying.
However, the problem dealing with reefer container in bad condition, not ready to be used,
can be found such as cannot be able to adjust temperature, not clean or safe enough for

stuffing goods.

Furthermore, some factors that affect the transport of ready to eat food. have also
been found including the increasing demand for freight during fruit season, highly cost that is
not economy to the new or small business owners, reefer container is not in good condition,
container truck lacks electrical supply for reefer container, lack of truck driver, limitation of

electrical outlet for reefer container in some terminal port.

In this study, some recommendations for reducing adverse effects occurring in the
transport of ready to eat food are proposed to be used in practice in order to bring about

more efficiency to this logistics system.
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