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Abstract

Ethobotany of the Nyah Kur Tribe at Tambon Ban Rai, Thepsathit District, Chaiyaphum Province

Kittiphong Kertsawang

Queen Sirikit Botanic Garden, Mae Rim, Chiang Mai 50180, Thailand

E-mail: kittiphong200933@hotmail com

Studies on ethnobotany of the Nyah Kur tribe in Ban Rai and Ban Wang Ai Pho Villages Tambon Ban
Rai, Thepsathit District, Chaiyaphum Province were conducted between February 2012 and March 2013.
Information related to the plants in each village was collected through interviews with local people, noting
Nyah Kur names, uses, parts used, method of uses, etc. Voucher specimens for references and
identification were collected for preservation at the Queen Sirikit Botanic Garden Herbarium (QBG),
Chiang Mai. The result shows that 242 species in 197 genera, 79 families of plants are used in the villages.
These can be divided in to six categories; Food - 148 species; Medicinal - 46 species; Fibers - 1 species;
House construction and tools - 92 species; Traditional beliefs - 13 species; other uses - 50 species. Some
interesting species are: Todmu Todma ( Paederia linearis Hook f.), a common weedy species whose root
is used as ingredient for making rice cracker; Tua Kho (Mucuna pruriens (L.) DC. var. utilis (Wall. ex
Wight) Barer ex Burck), whose young fruits are edible while the old fruits are used for a decoy in animal-
traps and also to protect one from forest ghosts; Pluang (Dipterocarpus tuberculatus Roxb), whose leaves

used for wrapping food for sewn together to make house-walls and wood used for construction.



