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Abstract

The “Patani Malay-Thai Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual Education in
Thailand’s Deep South” project aimed to develop an effective instructional innovation
based on local language and culture for the Thai Muslim children, who were ethnic
Malays, in Thailand’s Deep South in order to increase their cognitive performance and
learning skills together with Thai language potency as it was a language of instruction.
This research project was a participatory action research that had been involved by
local scholars, agencies and organizations. The native speakers from the local
communities had participated throughout the processes of developing a writing system,
a curriculum, lesson plans, teaching materials, and teaching technigues and
approaches that were learner centered.

The result of this research project was considered very successful. The
academic achievement could be raised compared to that the comparison schools.
The students felt happy as they enjoyed writing and reading. They were assertive and
also creative, which encouraged the developmént of language skills (Patani Malay arjd
Thai language), creative thinking, cognitive learning for various subjects, and
furthermore, the appropriate behaviors that were in accordance with local and general
~ cultures. Overall, the community members including parents were satisfied with this
learning approach. Moreover, outsiders had gained more information about the
problems occurring in the area and acknowledged the importance of applying mother

tongue-based education to solve the conflicts.
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