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Abstract

The purposes of this study are to synthesize theoretical and managerial model from
the previous action research projects called ‘Area-Based Collaboration for poverty solving,
social development and well-being (ABC Project).’ It also elaborated policy recommendation for
enhancing collaborative interaction between public sector, private sector, third sector, academic
partner and communities in provincial administration. Fifty-three key persons participating in
ABC Project in four province case studies (Chainat, Phitsanulok, Karasin, and Nakornsrithammarat)
were interviewed as sources for collecting qualitative data. Data analysis and interpretation is
based on three theoretical frameworks in public administration: network governance, collaborative
governance, and intergovernmental relations. The results suggest that ABC Project in case
studies lead to the creation of governance networks based on bottom up, problem-based
approach. We propose that form of collaborative activity emerging from ABC Projects especially
working across boundaries of sectors and levels of government can be applied as guideline for

improving subnational governance in Thailand.
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