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Abstract

‘The Flow Away ° is one of video and art photography project that is inspired by
suspending of Pha Lia Num Lai, local handmade fabric pattern in Tai Lue village, Chiangkum,
Phayoa province. ‘Pha Lia Num Lai* or ‘Flowing Water Pattern’ resembles waves or stairs which
reflects local artistic and creative skills. The process of weaving by household loom has been
taught to female members by their grandmother or mother, but this culture has been suspended
in present generation. Furthermore, this research aims to initiate and develop future local research
for School of Architecture and Fine Art which is a major responsible institute of local art
development and creativity in Phayoa province.

Nine women in Sanpuloei village who are local fabric weavers were interviewed, taken
photo, and recorded videos. We found that a major problem of local fabric and wisdom suspending
was changing of lifestyle and culture. Almost new generation of women migrate to city then fabric
careers are decreased. Young female prefer to spend their time for Internet, watching television,
and training sports on weekend than learn feminine skills for example sewing and weaving from
mother or grandmother.

The cultural change is nothing wrong but transform and exist in other forms. Weaving with
household loom may disappear in next 10-20 years because industrial textile weaving has been
replaced. Although innovative machine can expand production capacity and reduce manpower, it
cannot represent value and delicate on unique piece of the handmade.

Creative media include photography and video arts were used to record life of 9 weavers
who fabricate Pha Lia Num Lai before culture was ended up. The community activity is called
‘Flow back to my home’ was establish to invite relative young girls weave together with their
grandmother, local weavers. After that, the art exhibition was presented to realize young
generation their local wisdom and unique culture. Finally, this project can be starting point of local
art development research for School of Architecture and Fine Arts follow the mission of the
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