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Abstract

This research project is funded by Thailand Research Fund (TRF) to study
research gap in the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), and to provide a database of
research projects relating to AEC. This paper is divided into two parts. The first part
deals with the research projects that study the overall AEC, while the second part
presents studies with specific topics listed under the AEC Blueprint. Following the
Blueprint, this study sorted research papers into four categories, namely Dimension |
Single market and production base, Dimension Il Competitive economic region,
Dimension Il Equitable economic development, and Dimension IV Integration into

the global economy.

This study finds that the majority of research projects are topics under
Dimension | and Dimension IV. Hence, research gap can be found in Dimension I
Competitive economic region which includes topics such as competition policy,
consumer protection, intellectual property rights, infrastructure development,
taxation, and e-commerce. Moreover, topics under Dimension Il Equitable economic
development such as SME development and initiative for ASEAN integration which
focus on the development gap between member countries are still relatively

unexplored.

Further conclusions drawn from this study are (1) domestic institutes tend to
focus on specific issues of AEC, rather than studying the overall economic
community; (2) research projects done by domestic institutes are difficult to access
from outside; (3) research methodologies employed are diverse and suitable for each
type of reseach question; and (4) the majority of research projects present similar
conclusion, i.e. that the AEC will benefit the member countries by increasing intra-

regional trade.

The database shown in this report include project title, the presence of
abstract, research methodology, and consistency between the method and result of
study. Additional information such as author’s name, year of publication, and
abstract (or conclusion by this research team, in the case where there is no abstract

but full report is accessible) are presented in the Appendix of this report.



