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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to: 1) explore the situation of learning activity management
of sub-district non-formal education facilitators in the western region, 2) create a model of learning
activities to develop thinking skills for leamners, and 3) find guidelines for the development of learning
activities to promote thinking skills of learners of sub-district non-formal education facilitators in the
western region. Research and development (R & D) was used in this study. The research area included
eight provinces namely, Kanchanaburi, Suphan Buri, Nakhon Pathom, Ratchaburi, Samut Sakhon, Samut
Songkram, Petchaburi, and Prajuab Kirikhan. The samples and key informants of the study were
composed of 1) 226 sub-district non-formal education facilitators, 2) 12 administrators of district non-
formal educational offices, 3) 22 key informants for focus group discussion: administers, teachers,
academics, and stakeholders. The data were collected during October 2014 - June 2015. The results of
the study were as follows.

1. The situation of the learning activity management of sub-district non-formal education in
the western region was found that each facilitator was the principal manager of the instruction in all
elementary, junior secondary, and senior secondary levels. Facilitator used the core curricula designed
by the center focusing on the learners’ participation in teamwork and practice. Then the evaluation was
conducted through the exams and work pieces. The problems of learning activity management were
found that the facilitator taught several subjects to different learner groups, with a lack of teaching
experiences. The curriculum was composed of many subjects. Some learmners could not attend their
classes due to their jobs, and some exam items were too difficult.

2. The created model of learning activities to develop learners’ thinking skills for sub-district
non-formal education facilitator in the western region was the “Space of Learning Model”. It was
composed of eight elements: 1) sustainability of thinking (S), 2) participation in learning (P), 3)
appropriate aim of oneself (A), 4) creative thinking (C), 5) efficiency economy application in daily life E),
6) opportunity providing to learners (O), 7) friendship gained during happy learning (F), and 8) learning
activities consistent with learners’ current leaming (L).

3. The guidelines for the development of learning activity model of sub-district non-formal
education facilitators in the western region included the development of facilitators, curricula, and

evaluation methods, to be in consistent with learners’ needs and differences.
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