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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research study were to evaluate the extend to which
elementary school teachers of Thai language and mathematics implemented the teaching
accommodation and modification strategies for students with learning disabilities in their
respective classrooms. Specifically, the study investigated 1) the characteristics of students
with learning disabilities, 2) the teachers’ knowledge about learning disabilities, 3) the
implementation of the teaching modification and accommodation strategies for students
with learning disabilities in both Thai language and mathematics in elementary inclusive
classrooms, and 4) the existing problems and suggestions for developing effective
instructional management skills for teachers of elementary inclusive classrooms.

The subjects were 54 school principals and general teachers, 34 and 35 Thai
language and mathematics teachers respectively, 36 Thai language and 36 mathematics
students with learning disabilities in the inclusive classrooms from 18 leading inclusive
schools each of which are under the Chiang Mai Primary Educational Service Area Office
1-6. The research instruments included three screening tests including The Test of
Nonverbal Intelligence, third edition or TONI-3, DTVP-2, and The Dynamic Occupational
Therapy Cognitive Assessment for Children: DOTCA-ch, an interviewing form, a
questionnaire on teachers’ knowledge and skills of teaching the Thai language and
mathematics in the elementary inclusive classrooms, a teacher’s classroom teaching behavior

observation form, and a student’ s classroom learning observation form. The Data were
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collected from July 2014 — March 2015 and were analyzed using frequency, percentage,
mean, standard deviation, and the interpretative analysis.

The research findings were as follows:

1. Most of the students with learning disabilities in Thai elementary inclusive
classrooms had difficulty in reading the letters of the Thai alphabet including vowels and
tone marks, rhythm, and others. Difficulties were also found in writing letters of the Thai
alphabet including vowels and tone marks, ways of writing, writing styles, and others.
Some of these students had low self-confident and showed some anxiety while learning
the Thai language. However, only a few of them had some difficulty in hand writing due
to their fine motor weakness. Consequently, their reading, and writing abilities could not
pass the expected criteria.

2. Most of the students with learning disabilities in mathematics elementary
inclusive classrooms were slow in solving math problems and had difficulty remembering
the multiplication table. Most of them became easily upset, were unhappy, had low self-
confident, and easily made simple mistakes while performing mathematics exercises. All
students worked on a given assignment, but only a few of them finished the task at the
end of the class.

3. Most of the Thai language teachers in the elementary inclusive
classrooms had the knowledge of teaching the Thai language at a moderate level,
including the learning theories, teaching and learning, and strategies for modifications and
accommodations. In addition, most of the mathematics teachers possessed the knowledge
of teaching mathematics and the accompanying learning theories at a moderate level, but
their knowledge of the teaching and learning guidelines, modifications and
accommaodations was at a high level.

4. The majority of both the Thai language and mathematics teachers in the
elementary inclusive classrooms applied the accommodation strategies in the teaching and
learning procedures as part of their classroom management; for example, reviewing the
previously learned content material before starting the new lesson, speaking slowly,
clearly, and naturally during the lecture, and summarizing the main points of the lesson.
However, the modification of the learning content material, measurement, and evaluation

strategies were not implemented during the observation.
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5. Most of the teachers in the elementary inclusive classrooms encountered
difficulty in screening students with learning disabilities, lacked the knowledge of special
education, and did not implement suitable teaching methods and techniques. They did not
adequately cooperate with parents of students with nor change their attitude toward the
learning disabilities of the children, and their learning environment. Their recommendations
included having permanent experts in special education available in schools for relevant
consultations, and receiving continuous staff development focusing on teaching techniques/
methods and teaching materials/medias. Moreover Network Center Center for Special
Education Teacher Development should be founded in Faculty of Education, Chiang Mai
University.

6. Suggested policies for Project of Network Center for Special Education Teacher
Development in Faculty of Education, Chiang Mai University in the future included the
areas of Network Center administration, knowledge management, learning resources,
academic/financial supports, and a community of key personnal related to special

education.
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