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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study the state and problems of
teaching English in primary school level in the municipal schools of the three border
southern provinces and to investigate the guidelines in solving the problems. The
respondents were 757 municipal administrators, school principals, teachers and
students. The instruments used in this study included the non-structured interview,
questionnaire, and observation. The data were in quantitative and qualitative and
analyzed by statistics and content analysis.

The results showed that the problems of instructional practices existed at all
levels. At policy level, some learning development projects were determined by the
central administration, i.e. English laboratories were not fully functioned anymore,
and the teachers were recruited by the central administration. At municipal level,
teachers’ duties were assigned other than teaching; school administrations were
intervened by local politics; school principals lacked of independence in academic
administration, such as the transfer and the recruitment of teachers, the enrolment
of students, etc. At school level, schools lacked of qualified English teachers and
arrangement of classroom environment conducive to improve English. At teacher
level, teachers lacked of quality teaching materials. And at student level, most
students come from families with socio-economic conditions of labor, low-income;
some of them from a broken family and lack of family support; and some did not
have the need to use English in everyday life.

Suggestions:

A way to promote unity in schools in academic management should be
looked through. A policy in the promotion of systematic development of teaching
materials should be implemented. And a language teaching model appropriate to
multilingual society, especially in the three southern border provinces, should be

handled.



