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Abstract

Rubber product industry is important for Thailand since Thailand is the world’s 1" natural
rubber producer and exporter. Therefore, it is necessary to add value of the natural rubber
by developing rubber products as much as possible because rubber products have much
higher value than raw rubber. Development of the international standards for rubber
products is important not only to protect consumers but also to enhance the ability of
Thai’s producers to compete in the world’s market, which will help to support domestic
producers to export their rubber products in order to increase the nation’s income, as well
as in ASEAN Free Trade Area. The nation’s income from rubber latex products is the 2™
highest income under rubber tires. Thailand is the " largest world rubber household glove
exporter and the largest world rubber thread exporter. Thailand has a national industrial
product standard for rubber household gloves available (TIS 2476-2552) and two national
industrial product standards for rubber threads available (TIS 2556-2554 for rubber thread
specification and TIS 2577-2556 for test methods). However, international standards (ISO) of
these two products are not available. Therefore, Thailand has proposed for a project leader
to develop rubber household gloves and rubber thread international standards and revising
the international standard for rubber thread test methods. To develop the standard drafts,
the existing national standards and information gathering from the meetings among the
involved parties, e.g., producers, users and academic experts and visiting the companies, and
product sampling test result, were analyzed and standard drafts were prepared. A New
Work Item Proposal (NWIP) standard draft for rubber household glove was established and
later approved for registration as CD by ISO/TC45/SC4/WG5 Gloves and other latex products
resolution, whereas the NWIP standard draft for rubber thread was approved for registration
as CD by ISO/TC45/SC4/WG1 Rubber thread resolution. The ISO/CD 20057 Rubber
household glove — General requirements and test methods, ISO/CD 20058 Rubber Threads -
Specification and ISO/CD 2321 Rubber Threads — Methods of Test were submitted to ISO for

circulation for comments and voting.
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