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Abstract

Research Title: The potentiality of Communities in Chiang Rai Municipality in
Developing Green Tourism
Research Fund in Year of 2014 : 389,800 Baht
Research Duration: July 2014 — October 2015
Researchers : 1. Asst. Prof. Dr. Prapaphun Chaiyanont
2. Asst. Prof. Dr. Wirunsiri Jaima
3. Mr. Anurak Chalumputc
4. Mr. Rachchanon Yamsri

5. Ms. Jariya Ngammuang

Based on both quantitative and qualitative research, the purposes of this
study, entitled “The potentiality of Communities in Chiang Rai Municipality in
Developing Green Tourism”, focused on exploring the current situations of green
tourism-based communities in Chiang Rai Municipality, as well as the levels of green
tourism-based community tourism’s potentiality held in Chiang Rai Municipality, and
guidelines for the development of green tourism-based communities held in Chiang
Rai Municipality. For research methodology, a test, a questionnaire, an interview, and
a group discussion checklist were all conducted with community leaders and
members out of the sixty-two communities living in the zone of Chiang Rai
Municipality, —together with  business entrepreneurs dealing with their
accommodations, restaurant, tour, and transport services.

The findings of the study revealed that the foreign tourists’ final destination
in Chiang Rai Municipality was mostly required for their travelling and recreational
purposes. In addition, fifteen green tourism-based communities with its outstanding
tourist attractions, according to the preliminary study conducted with 62
communities, were mostly observed in Chiang Rai Municipality. There were two
major tourist attractions found in Chiang Rai Municipality: cultural tourism sites were

Wat Phrakaew, Doi Thong, Rajchadejdamrong, San Khong Noi, Doi Khaow Kai,
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Kor Thong, Pratu Chiang Mai, Terd Prakiat, Huai Pla Klang, and Den Ha communities;
eco-tourism sites included Nong Beoung, Doi Sa Ken, Hong Lee, Kor Loi, and Pa
Ngeuw communities. Otherwise, the community members’ perceptions on their
green tourism-based communities in Chiang Rai Municipality were rated at a higher
level, meanwhile other different factors mentioned above were rated a highest level.

According to the levels of the potentialities of green tourism-based
communities in Chiang Rai Municipality, there were two major levels related to both
the potentialities of green tourism-based communities, and other different factors. In
terms of the levels of the green tourism-based communities’ potentialities, it was
stated that all the four major aspects of cultural and eco-tourism-based
communities” potentialities in Chiang Rai Municipality were rated at a moderate
level. In terms of other different factors leading to their potentialities of green
tourism-based communities, it was stated that their potentialities of tourist sites
found in Chiang Rai Municipality were mostly observed; otherwise, other tourist sites’
re-establishment was not supported. In terms of their tourist activities, no various
green tourism-based tourist activities were rated a lower level, meanwhile their no
awareness of working cooperation and discontinuation of sustainable development,
in terms of the community’s organizational management, were rated at a moderate
level. Also, their effective waste management in Chiang Rai Municipality, as well as
their additional numbers of planting trees in public areas, in terms of their natural
resources management, was mostly observed.

Overall, the guidelines for the development of the potentialities of green
tourism-based communities in Chiang Rai Municipality were suggested as follows:

1. Not only were their tourist sites’ self-potentialities with its unique tourist
attractions needed, but their tourist sites’ effective infrastructure management such
as one-stop car-parking services, and shops was also supported. Moreover, additional
interesting tourist activities as well as their effective transportation management with
emphasis on their local identity and green tourism-based community management
should be facilitated, and

2. In terms of other different factors affecting the potentialities of green

tourism-based communities in Chiang Rai Municipality, it was suggested that the
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provisions for the enhancement of their accommodation and restaurant-dealt
business entrepreneurs’ participation in selecting local products and materials
utilized for their tourists’ consuming services, and the tour agencies’ additional
tourist activities served for their different excursion programs, and the governmental
organizations’ convenient information services and facilities be all needed.
Keywords: Potentiality of Communities, Green Tourism, Chiang Rai

Municipality
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